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Act of Worship

FRIENDS

Key Stage 1
                                      Focal point: candle
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                                                         pictures of friends 

                                                         bowl of water

                                                         white shawl      

                                                         picture of Jesus with  children (P30-31 God’s Story 1)
                                                         bible (opened at Mark: 13-16)

Leader: (lighting prayer candle)  

Lighting this candle is a sign that we have come together with Jesus.

Today we are going to thank God for all the friends he as given us, especially our best friend, Jesus.

But let’s think first about what being a friend really means. 

Some children can share the name of a friend, and the reasons why they like them.

(Show pictures of friends)

We all have friends and we like different things about each of them. But sometimes we fall out with our friends, or they aren’t there when we need their help or their company.

But there is one friend who is always there for us.   (Show a picture of Jesus with the children and ask if they know who this is).
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                         Now we’re going to listen to a story about our friend Jesus, who wanted everyone to          

                        know that he was a special friend to children. Let’s sing “Alleluia” together to welcome    ear what           the Word of God in the Gospel.   

All: Sing “Alleluia” (led by teacher or child).

Reader:  One day, as Jesus was with his friends, they were surrounded by a crowd of people. 

They all wanted to see or speak to Jesus, or to be cured of their illnesses by him.  

Jesus felt sorry for all those who were sick, and did what he could to help them.
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                                 “I can’t see,” said a little girl to her mother. 

                                                 “There are too many people in the way”.

I can’t move”, said her little brother. “We’re all squashed in here”.

“What did you say?” asked their father. “I can’t hear because this crowd is so noisy”.

“Excuse me, “ said the mother to one of Jesus’ friends, “we were wondering if Jesus could pray for our children?”

“Are they sick?” asked the friend.

“No,” the mother answered, “we just wanted Jesus to ask God to watch over and protect them”.

“I see,” said the friend impatiently, “well, as you have noticed, Jesus is a very busy man. He has lots of things to do. Lots of sick people to make well.”

“That’s right!” added another of Jesus’ friends. “There are grown-ups here who need his help. He can’t be bothered with children who have nothing wrong with them. It’s a waste of his time!”

The mother, father and children looked at each other, then they looked at the ground. They turned round ready to walk away and leave, feeling sad and embarrassed.

“Does this mean we won’t get to see Jesus?” asked the little girl, rubbing tears from her eyes.

But before her mother could answer, another voice called out across the crowd.  “Wait!”

It was the voice of Jesus!

“Bring your children here,” Jesus called. “There’s nothing to be ashamed of”. And he gave his friends an unhappy look.

Jesus picked up the little boy and little girl and sat them on his lap. He gave each of them a hug, then other children came to him too.

Then he said, ”Listen! I want everybody to listen, particularly my friends. 

You must never keep the children away from me. They are as important to me as everyone else, and I want to be their friend too. Don’t you see? God wants us all to be like these children; to love him like a father; to trust him completely, and to long to be with him.”

Then Jesus prayed for the children, hugged them one more time, and sent them back to their parents.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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                                Leader: We know that we became special friends and followers of Jesus when we                    

                                              were baptised. Our white shawl, water and candle remind us of this    

                                              choice that our parents made for us when we were small. 

Let us think back to the story of Jesus and the children and imagine what it must have felt like to be one of the children who were there with him at that time. Let us speak quietly to Jesus in our hearts, and promise him that he will always be our best friend.      (Leave time for quiet prayer) 

Leader:        (for everyone to repeat)                  Since you called me by my name, 
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                                                                            and chose to be my friend, 

                                                                            you have been with me. 

                                                                            Stay close to me always, 

                                                                            and help me to be a friend to you.

                                                                             Amen.

                                                 Closing hymn: “Be my friend”  - Rejoice 1: (32)
[image: image9.png]


                              Before we leave our celebration, let’s make the Sign of the Cross on our own

                              forehead (or the forehead of a friend) and say the words that were said at our 

                              baptisms – “I am your friend Jesus, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  

                              of the Holy Spirit. Amen”                
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Act of Worship

FRIENDS

Key Stage 2

                                   Focal point:    candle 

                                                         pictures of friends 

                                                         bowl of water

                                                         white shawl   

                                                         bible – open at Colossians 3: 12-17  

 Leader: As we light this candle, let us remember the things which we like about our friends, and which make us likeable as friends too.

Children read out definitions written on large cards (with letters on one side and phrases on the other to spell out the word FRIENDS as an acrostic).

Place letters around/behind the focal point.

Sing the opening hymn: “Not Alone” – Rejoice 2 (34) 

Leader: When our parents chose to have us baptised, we became Christians, or Friends of Christ. 

This candle, water and shawl are symbols of the Sacrament we received.

Since then many of us have also received the Sacraments of the Reconciliation and the Eucharist.

Once again, for most of us it was our parents who made that decision – although by then we had to commit ourselves to preparing to receive these sacraments, in full view of the other members of our local church.

The time is also drawing nearer when some of you will have to make the decision for yourselves, whether or not to receive the next sacrament – that of Confirmation. In this sacrament we accept the role of fully committed members of our Church. 

But this is not only a symbolic act. It brings us benefits and it places upon us responsibilities – to live in a way that would be acceptable to Christ – and be a good example of Christian living to all that we meet.

                       Reader: To help us in our decision, let us listen to the words of Saint Paul, who never met            

                           Jesus, but became one of his staunchest followers. In a letter to the people of  

                           Colossi he reminded them of what Jesus had asked them to do. This excerpt is from 

                           Chapter 3: verses 12 –17.

Reader:  God loves you and has chosen you. You are a holy people. You must be full of thoughtfulness 

             for others, generous, gentle and patient. Put up with one another; be ready to forgive each 

             other if something goes wrong. God has forgiven you. You must do the same. And most     

             important of all, love each other. And may the peace of Christ be in your hearts. It is to this

             peace that God has called you all together. Always be thankful.

             Remember the wonderful message of Jesus. Be ready to teach and help one another, sharing  

             what you know. Be happy and enjoy singing (hymns) to God. And in everything you say or do, do  

             it as Jesus would want you to, giving thanks to God the Father. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God. 

                               Leader: From this passage we heard then that God expects a great deal of us as 

                                           Christians, so let us ask him in our prayers to give us the grace and the 

                                           skills to do the best that we can in His Name. 

 Reader: The response is “Give us the power, O Lord”

Reader: To help us to be kind and thoughtful to everyone we meet. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us be tolerant of those who are not like us.

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader:  To help us to forgive others, as you are prepared to forgive us.

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us find the peace of Christ in our lives. 

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

Reader: To help us love one another as you love us.

Response: “Give us the power, O Lord”.

                        Leader: We have asked God to give us the power that we need to be his friends.

                                                Before our celebration finishes today, let’s close our eyes and listen to  

                                                a short reading that reminds  us that God is our best friend, who will 

                                                never leave us to cope alone.
Reader:  One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along a beach with the Lord. 

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For each scene he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one belonging to him, and the other belonging to the Lord. When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life.  

              This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it. 

“Lord, you once said that once I decided to follow you, you’d walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of footprints. I don’t understand why, when I needed you most, you would leave me”.

The Lord replied<”My son, my precious child, I love you and would never leave you. During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you”.   

Leader:  Before we leave our celebration today, let’s take hands with our neighbours in friendship, and raise our voices, as Saint Paul asked us to do, as we sing our final hymn: “On Eagles’ Wings” (or similar)                      
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