‘Death & New Life
Nursery / Reception

Recognise, Reflect, Respect

Suggested activities

· Share story ‘Signs of New life’ HIA 214 
· Go for a walk around the school grounds looking for signs of new growth – Use magnifying glass to observe /children take photographs  

· Have bulbs / seeds to show - Look at bulbs / seeds planted previously compare and discuss how they have changed.
· Make observational drawings of bulbs.

· Plant cress and observe the changes as it grows
· Talk about what seeds need to grow 
· Read stories about new life on the farm / Hungry Caterpillar
· Puzzles / games / sequencing activities about changes and new life.

· Play matching animal games – piglet – pig / lamb – sheep
· Create display – ‘Signs of New Life All Around’ Use observational drawings / photographs taken by the children. 
Relate
Suggested activities
· Read story ‘Better People’ HIA 216 ‘and discuss how we can be better people 

· Share stories that demonstrate being better people e.g. ‘The Good Stranger’ by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen. Or use the story of the Good Samaritan online http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php 
· discuss with the children how they can help others.

· Read ‘Let Your Goodness Shine Out’ (HIA p150). What can you do to help people every day in home or in school?

· Make a list of people we could help in school and at home and how we could make them happy.

· Go on a spring walk to collect flowers, twigs, leaves, branches with buds to create an Easter garden. Add ribbons etc to decorate.

· Make a special outdoor prayer area. Find a quiet spot in the outdoor area- use flowers, plants, logs and stones to make an Easter garden. Place a cross in the centre of this. 
· Make spring garlands to hang around the prayer area using natural materials found on spring walk.

· Make a Lenten tree each day / week hang leaves or flowers on it showing ways to be better people.

· Make a flower promise to give to someone e.g. Mum, I promise to tidy my room etc. Handprint bunch of lilies- on www.apples4theteacher.com     

· Forest school- use twigs and string to make simple crosses to add to the Easter garden. Use flowers and leaves to decorate. Make children aware of the words:  ‘This is the wood of the cross on which Jesus died. Let us remember him.’
· Make purple (red and blue mixed) and paint candles / talk about the liturgical significance of the colour.

· Lollipop stick crosses- decorated with pens, sequins, ribbons. Make a decorated clay stand for the cross.  

· Make a stained glass cross or image using laminated tissue paper or cellophane.

· Read story Remember, ‘Hot cross buns’  HIA p. 216 Help children to understand why the cross is special
· Make and eat hot crossed buns with the children. Read the story ‘Jesus dies on the cross’ HIA p. 21
· Decorate a biscuit with a cross using icing

· KETT lesson – stations of the cross

· Place Easter story books in indoor and outdoor prayer areas within the Easter garden.

· Use Easter story picture books to share the story with the children. Read the part of the story separately acting out the events with the children. (see God’s Story 1 p34-35 to refer to ‘Jesus dies’ and Church’s Story 1 p38-45- notes p55)                                                                                        
· Provide dressing up costumes and props to re-enact the story. Children could help to make props such as large palm leaves (collect sticks and leaves outside), bowls and chalices (from clay) etc.

· Discuss how Jesus and the friends of Jesus would have felt at each point in the story. 

· Make a simple picture book of events of Holy Week- using children’s work, photographs and captions.  

· Ask the children to photograph/film their role play. 

· Use bright happy colours as background for silhouette hill, cross.  

· Sequence the events of Holy Week with the children.
· Use children’s photographs/pictures to sequence. 

· Make Easter cards and gifts. 
· Sing songs- ‘Hot Cross Buns’, ‘Colours of Day’, ‘Alleluia’

· Write ‘Thank You’ prayers for new life at Easter. Place these in and around the Easter garden.

Other books:

Waterbugs and Dragonflies : Explaining death to children – Lifecycles Doris Stickney

Badger’s parting Gift
The Selfish Giant      Oscar Wilde
