HERE I AM BACKGROUND NOTES

SUMMER TERM 2011
Basic question and belief for this term:  Why am I here?  Purpose <.> Redemption 

Christian Living Theme:  Serving <> Pentecost            Topic: Energy  

Sacraments Theme: 
 Inter-relating <> Reconciliation Topic: Freedom & Responsibility

Church Theme: 
       World <> Universal Church  
  Topic: Special Places 

Process: Search/Revelation/Response

Introduction

As we return to school the Church is still celebrating the central action of our redemption - Jesus risen from the dead.  This celebration goes on until the great Feast of Pentecost (Sunday 12th June).  The focus of the work in the Here I Am Programme during the Summer Term is directed towards the fact that our faith tells us that ultimate fulfilment lies with God in the Kingdom of Heaven.  In human terms we have a Purpose in life which, as Christians, we see being brought about in the Redemption, the process by which, through Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, we are enabled to reach our goal. This Paschal Mystery of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection has two aspects – Jesus’ death liberates us from fear, sin and death and by his resurrection he opens the way to new life. In the Gospel of St John we find Jesus talking about the reason for his coming as a human being, “I came that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (Jn.10/10) The purpose of Jesus’ life is to help us reach this fullness of life. This transformation into fullness of life is the work of the Spirit.  St Augustine expressed that purpose in a well-known saying of his, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”  In other words, we only reach our fulfilment when we come to our final rest in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

The outpouring of the Spirit at Penetecost transformed the fearful disciples into witnesses who spoke with power and conviction. This same Spirit inspires the Church in its mission to proclaim the Gospel to all. Redemption for each person is daily accepting and using the power given to us by Jesus to face difficulties in our lives without fear. This power is a gift and the work of the Spirit. 

Our three themes, with their topics, in Cycle C broaden this picture of 
Purpose <-> Redemption 

· The theme of Serving <-> Pentecost focuses on the ongoing mission of Jesus Christ in the Church through the power of the Holy Spirit. It has as its topic this year Energy.  

· Inter-relating <-> Reconciliation  focuses on the  love, compassion and forgiveness of God the Father revealed in Jesus, poured out by the Spirit to bring forgiveness and reconciliation in the sacrament of reconciliation. This theme is explored this year through the topic of Freedom and Responsibility. 
· The final theme of World <-> Universal Church broadens our vision of purpose beyond ourselves to people in different parts of the world in the topic Special Places.
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Jesus’ Death and Resurrection sets us free from all that holds us back from achieving our purpose in life.  His was a life of service to all humankind.  We have a mission as Christians to proclaim and to live that life of service in our own lives.  At Pentecost we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. 
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Christians believe that God’s Spirit within gives us energy and the power to live. Two of the images we use for the Holy Spirit are wind and fire.  Both suggest power and energy which results in action.  The Holy Spirit is, as it were, the energy of the Church, present in everything we do, empowering us to live the life Jesus calls us to.  Since May is also the month of Mary the special relationship between Mary and the Holy Spirit would be a useful link to make.


Dates to Note:

May 2nd 
St. George, Patron Saint of England


May 3rd
Ss. Philip & James, Apostles


May 4th 
The English Martyrs


May 7th
St. John of Beverley, Bishop


May 13th 
Our Lady of Fatima


May 14th 
St. Matthias, Apostle
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God brings about our redemption in Jesus in a wonderful display of love, compassion and forgiveness.  It is because we are loved, are shown compassion, and are forgiven that we are enabled to offer these gifts to others. Reconciliation helps us to grow in our relationships with others.



Christians believe that God has given each of us free will and the power to choose. The  connection between freedom and responsibility is an important one.  In the popular use of the word, freedom is about having choices, and the more choices you have the more freedom you appear to have.  In Christian terms freedom is about being enabled/free to do what is right.  In this sense the more true freedom we have, the less choices we have about how to act, because we will always choose to do that which is most loving. Christian freedom is about being free to be the best possible human person.  Jesus is our example of the most free human person, but in his love he had few choices about how to act.  Freedom is an empowerment which brings with it responsibilities.  For all ages the message is that we are loved and forgiven, and that this frees us to live the kind of life Jesus calls us to.  For some year groups it will be important to make connections with the Sacrament of Reconciliation.



Dates to Note:


          
May  25th
St. Bede 

May 26th 
St Philip Neri


May 27th
St Augustine of Canterbury
          
May 30th 
The Yorkshire Martyrs
          
May 31st 
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary


June 1st 
St Justin

June 5th
Ascension of the Lord

June 8th
St William of York

June 9th
St Columba

June 11th 
St Barnabas

June 12th
Pentecost Sunday


June 13th 
St. Anthony 



God’s love unites the whole world.  As we draw towards 

the end of the school year we have an opportunity to 
reflect on how God’s message reaches everywhere in the world - from our own homes and classrooms, to homes and classrooms across the world.


In this topic the children are invited to explore places which are special for their families, the school and others.  It is an opportunity to explore the world itself as a special and holy place, created by God and to be treated with care.  The Christian community has many special places where people gather for prayer and worship; places that are holy because of their association with Jesus or holy people; places of pilgrimage.

     Dates to Note:



June 19th
Trinity Sunday


June 20th 
St Alban, Martyr






June  22nd  
Ss John Fisher & Thomas More, Martyrs


June 24th
Birth of St John the Baptist



June 26th 
Corpus Christi



June 27th
Our Lady of Unfailing Help, Principal Patron of the Diocese



June 28th
St Irenaeus, Bishop & Martyr



June 29th 
Ss Peter & Paul, Apostles



July 1st

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus



July 2nd

Immaculate Heart of Mary



July 11th 
St Benedict, Abbot & Patron of Europe



July 15th
St Bonaventure, Bishop

Christian Living theme : Serving <-> Pentecost 


Links with Curriculum Directory – Christian Living





TOPIC ONE : ENERGY





Sacramental Theme: Inter-relating <> Reconciliation


Links with CD: Sacraments – Celebration in symbol and ritual





TOPIC: FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY














Church Theme: World <> Universal Church


Links with Curriculum Directory: Church





Topic : Special Places
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