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You may like to make a focal point 
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for people to gather round. An 

Advent wreath would be suitable 

and would provide some greenery 

to enliven your thoughts and some

soft candlelight to enlighten your prayers.

A Bible opened at 1 John 1:4 would be an

extra focus.
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In Advent, the Church asks people to reflect on God’s love as a preparation for welcoming and receiving the wonderful gift of Jesus with joy and gratitude. They do this by using symbols, by listening to or reading passages from the Bible which speak of God’s love and the gift of Jesus. This reading is from one of the letters of John. It was probably written when he was an old man and had spent years thinking about God’s love for us and our love for one another.
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A reading from the First Letter of John:

1 John 1:4, 9-12

God’s love for us was shown in this way.

God sent Jesus into the world. God’s only Son was given to us so that we could have life through him. This is what love is: not our love for God but God’s love for us, when God sent Jesus to take away our sins.
My dear people, since God loves us so much we ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God, but if we love one another God will live in us and the love which God gives will be made perfect in us.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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John really understood the love of God because he had known the love of Jesus. He knew where love came from. He knew how God shows his love for us.

Let us pray that we will be able to share some of John’s understanding and will be ready to welcome the gift of God’s love this Christmas.


We pray that we will bless love wherever we find it.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray that the families of our school will know and share love and peace this Christmas.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray that our own families and friends will remain in God’s love.

Lord, hear our prayer.
















