BEFORE YOU BEGIN…




BABIES

Family <-> Domestic Church

Curriculum Directory  :  ‘Church’

Introduction

In this term the children will meet God as the Creator who calls and holds each one in being. God the Creator is the Giver of life and all gifts and is the source of all relationships. The children will discover that they too are co-creators and that God is to be found in all life, in all gifts and in all relationships. This term the topic ‘Babies’ is used to explore the theme Family <-> Domestic Church. For a child, the love of good parents/guardians reflects something of the love of God. Children learn about trust and love through good relationships with adults who care for them. Each adult in the school community has the opportunity to reflect this love and care of God to the children. Through the Scripture the children will also learn about God’s free, unconditional and unfailing love for each person and the whole of creation. 

Search

Babies are a mystery, a miracle, a two o’clock in the morning disturbance! They are vulnerable and helpless, yet have a profound effect on the lives of their parents. The experience of being a baby has lifelong effects for every person, although the memories of babyhood may be blurred.

The arrival of a new baby in a family can cause mixed feelings – what feelings of such an experience do you recall?  What are your earliest memories of your parents?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}

Revelation

For Christians, God is the creator of human life and each new human life is a gift of God, made in God’s image and therefore possessing unique dignity.

Scripture affirms this and reveals God as a loving parent.

From the prophet Isaiah:

“Can a woman forget her baby at the breast, feel no pity for the child she has borne? Even if these were to forget, I shall not forget you. Look, I have engraved you on the psalms of my hands…” (Isaiah 49:15-16)

From Psalm 139:


It was you who created my inmost self,


and put me together in my mother’s womb

  
for all these mysteries I thank you:


for the wonder of your works.


You know me through and through,


from having watched my bones take shape


when I was formed in secret,


knitted together in the limbo of the womb

What images of God are presented in these passages and do you find them helpful or not? We are “co-creators with God”. Has this mystery touched your life in any way?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}
Response

Into the Classroom

Dorothy Lay Nolte in ‘Learning for Life’ wrote how children who live…


With criticism:

learn to condemn


With hostility:

learn to fight


With ridicule:

learn to be shy


With shame:

learn to feel guilty


With tolerance:

learn to be patient


With encouragement:
learn confidence


With praise:

learn to appreciate


With fairness:

learn justice


With security:

learn faith


With approval:

learn to like themselves


With acceptance and friendship: learn to give love to the world

What opportunities does the school community provide for children to learn these positive values?

How is the dignity of every person respected and appreciated throughout the school?

How are children encouraged to care for and respect each other?

How can we help those children who experience abusive parents?

Are we ever ready to acknowledge that at least one out of every ten children in school experience abuse in some way?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school (hall, entrance hall etc)?

{A time to share ideas with one another}

Invitation to Prayer

Let us pray this Psalm together, renewing our trust in God’s loving care.

From Psalm 131:


Lord God, my heart has no lofty ambitions


My eyes do not look too high


I am not concerned with great affairs


Or marvels beyond my scope


Enough for me to keep my soul tranquil and quiet


Like a child in it’s mother’s arms


As content as a child that has been weaned


Israel, rely on the Lord


Now and for always!

BEFORE YOU BEGIN…




INITIATION

Belonging <-> Baptism / Confirmation

Curriculum Directory  :  ‘Celebration’

Introduction

The understanding of God’s love expressed through creation is further explored and deepened in the second theme of this term Belonging <-> Baptism through the topic ‘Initiation’.

The children will explore the ways in which a family or group welcome new members. They will learn about the Baptismal rites and symbols and their significance. They will discover that Baptism is a welcome into the family of the Church. It is the beginning of initiation in the Christian life which we reflect on through the renewal of Baptismal promises. They will also discover that any experience of welcome is an experience of God. This has implications for how we welcome others.

Search
Our lives are marked by many different experiences of being initiated into new situations and groups. We recognise the importance of welcome, of feeling comfortable with the new situation, and learning appropriate rules of behaviour. Such moments of initiation occur in the family, in our work and in leisure activities.

What experience of initiation can you recall, in the family, at work and in leisure? 

What was it that made them happy / difficult moments?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}

Revelation

We are all children of God, members of God’s family, but for Christians the special moments of initiation into the family of the Church take place in the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation.

These Sacraments are a very real reminder to us that every experience of welcome is an experience of the welcome and love of God and that responding to any true call is a response to the God within.

In John’s Gospel we hear how Jesus called his first disciples:


‘The next day as John stood there again with two of his disciples, Jesus went past and John


looked towards Him and said, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.” And the two disciples heard

what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them following and said, “What do you want?” They answered, “Rabbi” – which means Teacher – “where do you live?” He replied,

“Come and see”, so they went and saw where He lived, and stayed with Him that day. It was the tenth  hour.”

(John 2:35-39)

All adults in the school community are called to be educators. How do you live up to your call?

What do you want from Jesus?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}

Response

Into the classroom

How can we ensure we do not exclude any child who has not been Baptised when exploring this topic?

How does the school enable new children, new staff (teaching and ancillary) and parents to enter into the life of the school?

How may the children be helped to grow in awareness of their initiation into the Church?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school (hall, entrance area etc)?

{A time to share ideas with one another}

For Prayer and Reflection

Let us reflect on the following from the Catechism of the Catholic Church:


‘From the time of the apostles, becoming a Christian has been accomplished by a journey


and initiation in several stages. This journey can be covered rapidly or slowly, but certain

essential elements will always have to be present:  proclamation of the Word, acceptance of the Gospel entailing conversion, profession of faith, Baptism itself, the outpouring of the Holy


Spirit, and admission to Eucharistic communion.’


(1229)

Let Us Pray Together


This we believe:


In God, Father of All, Creator of Heaven and earth.


This we believe:


In Jesus Christ, Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary,


who was crucified, died and was buried


rose from the dead and is now seated at the right hand of the Father.


This we believe:


In the Holy Spirit, 


the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.
Amen.

As a sign of renewal and belonging let us bless ourselves with water.
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GIFTS

Loving <-> Advent/Christmas

Curriculum Directory  :  Life in Christ

Introduction

The third theme this term <-> Advent/Christmas uses the topic ‘Gifts’ to focus on God as a loving Father who gives us, as gift, Jesus, the Son of God, so that we too may become children of God. The children will explore the giving and receiving of gifts, saying thank-you and showing appreciation for the love a gift represents. They will learn about Advent and Christmas and the Church’s celebration of the coming of Jesus, God’s greatest gift.

Search

Gifts given and received are a sign and expression of love and friendship.

Of all the gifts you have received, which are your most treasured ones. Why?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}

Revelation

In celebrating Christmas, Christians celebrate the gift of Jesus, God’s Only Son, giving as a sign and expression of God’s love. Our giving and receiving reflects the truth that all life is given by God and life is given meaning trough the gift of Jesus. We also recognise all gifts given and received in love are an experience of God’s love incarnate.

Listen now to these Scripture readings, which tell of Jesus as ‘gift’, given to us in love by God.


For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who


believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God since did not


send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might


be saved through Him.  (John 3:16-17)


With God on our side, who can be against us?  Since God did not spare His own Son,


but gave Him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that He will


not refuse anything He can give. 


(St. Paul’s letter to the Romans 8:31-32, written just over 20 years after the death and


resurrection of Jesus.)

In what ways do you think of Jesus as a ‘gift’? Who has been a ‘gift’ in your life?

{Pause for reflection and sharing}

Response

Into the classroom

As a school, are there any gifts you can give this Christmas? How does your school enable children to recognise and value gifts?

During Advent, how can we help the children and adults in our school community to acknowledge, celebrate and use their gifts for others?

What ideas do you have for a central focus display for the whole school (hall, entrance area etc.)

{A time to share ideas with one another}

Prayer and Reflections

Let us ponder for a few moments these words of Henri Nouwen:


“As we wait we remember Him for whom we are waiting


and as we remember Him, we create a community ready


to welcome Him when He comes.


Lord, by your grace, may we learn the art of waiting for


You and Your gifts with eager and joyful hearts.”

Let us pray our final prayer together:


In the stillness of the night God enters human history through the birth


of His only Son. He is our peace and hope. In Him, we praise God for His


goodness to us in giving us so great a gift. May we receive this gift with


all those whom we meet. Amen.


                           (Midnight Mass for Christmas Day, The Sunday Missal)
















