[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]



Babies




You may like to make a focal point of 
a Bible opened at 1 Samuel 1:9-28,

a Birth Congratulations card, 

a couple of baby photographs,

a vase of late summer flowers, and 

a candle to light once everyone is gathered together. 

Some soothing music may help you to set the mood for prayer and reflection in the busy life of the school.

In both the Old and the New Testament. We read about God’s love and the people’s trust in God. In this extract from the book of Samuel, we hear about the love of God for his people and of the power of prayer.

Listen together to this reading from the Book of Samuel and think of God as a wise Creator and a loving parent.

A reading from the Book of Samuel

Hannah longed for a baby. She prayed to God about her hopes for a child. Time went by and Hannah prayed more fervently every day.

The time came to celebrate a special feast and she and her husband travelled to Shiloh for the festivities. The priest at Shiloh was a kindly man called Eli. When he saw Hannah deep in prayer, he thought there was something wrong and went over to ask her. She told him how much she longed for a baby and how long and hard she had prayed to God. Eli encouraged her not to give up hoping and praying. “God loves everyone,” he reminded her.


At last, Hannah did have a baby. She called him Samuel. She took him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh and went to Eli, the priest. 

“Do you remember me?” she asked. “I am the woman you saw praying to the Lord. I asked for this child and God has given me what I asked for. So, now I am dedicating him to the Lord. As long as he lives, he will be holy to the Lord. She brought Samuel up knowing she would give him back to God to serve him. Then, together, Hannah and Eli praised God for Samuel.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


Let’s spend a few moments quietly thanking God for the great things he has done for each of us. Let’s also take a few moments to bring before God our own hopes, needs and aspirations.

We make our prayer through Jesus our brother.

Amen
















