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Introduction


In this first term of the school year, the focus of our Religious Education is rooted in the theology of creation. All around us we see the cycle of life in many forms. For people who are part of the Christian and Jewish traditions, this gift of life is rooted in the revelation that God is the creator of all life, and that God upholds that creation in every moment. ‘Life’ is the general human term for what we experience, while ‘creation’ is the theological word to describe the same thing.  Belief in God the Creator grounds Catholic Education in respect for the unique contribution each person has to make in school and to the wholeness of creation. Creativity, the power to create, is God’s gift. Christians reverence the giftedness and creativity within each person as signs of the divine presence and action of God. This is the theological basis for our stance on the sacredness of life and the enormous dignity of the human person. Reverence for God the Creator leads Christians to reflect on what it means to inhabit earth at this particular time in its history, and to have power to nurture life or destroy it. We are stewards of God’s creation and we are expected to give account of our stewardship.
The three autumn themes are developed in the light of this understanding of creation. 

Family < > Domestic Church focuses on life as gift, myself as a unique and loved creation and the creative love and care that can be expressed in family groups.

Belonging < > Baptism/Confirmation focuses on the call to belong, the creative potential that belonging develops, and Baptism and Confirmation, sacraments of the gift of God’s life and friendship.

Loving < > Advent/Christmas focuses on the capacity for entering into loving relationships and the perfect gift and revelation of God’s love, Jesus, born of Mary, born as one of us.
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Domestic Church is the theological term we use to describe the smallest units or groups in which we learn about being created and loved by other people. The family, whatever form that takes for each child, is the child’s most immediate experience of life, of being part of God’s creation.  This theme emphasises God’s love in this basic unit of community. From this basis, other forms of belonging become possible.
[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]



At the beginning of a new school year, with a new class, this is an ideal opportunity to settle into the routine of the school year with a reminder that God is present in all that we do – there to help, support and pick us up when things go wrong.  In this topic there is an opportunity to use the experience of the children’s younger brothers, sisters, cousins, or friends of the family to illustrate all kinds of things about vulnerability, care, and love for the tiniest of creatures.  From this we can all learn something of the sacredness of life and the respect we are called to give to life in all its forms.  The tiniest baby is loved by God, and so are we. It is important for Key Stage 2 teachers in particular to be familiar with the wide range of Scripture to be studied in this topic which teaches of God as loving parent.

Date to Note:



September 8th 
Birthday of Our Lady
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This second theme of the term looks at the connection between the basic family unit, our human need of attachment and the first two Sacraments of Initiation. It lays the foundation for an understanding of initiation into the Christian community celebrated in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. Part of the task of this theme is help the children with the realisation that, along with the great benefits of being initiated into God’s family, there are responsibilities as well.


 In this topic the children will be learning about the sacraments of Baptism, and in Key Stage 2, Confirmation, in a powerful way. For Christians, sacraments speak of God’s presence in the world and in our lives. It is important to remember that although these Sacraments are one-off events in life, the experience that underlies them – being brought into the life of Jesus in the Church - happens every day. From the basic idea of welcoming with youngest classes, moving through beginning life in the family of the Church, to Confirmation and renewal of baptismal promises with the older children, this topic comes to grips with a vital aspect of these two sacraments.  We are being initiated, introduced to the life of God experienced in the Church.
Dates to Note:









  
November 

1st 
All Saints Day (Celebrated on Sunday Oct 31st) 



                      2nd
All Souls Day





During this time the children will be learning about Judaism. The teaching of Judaism is very important because of the intrinsic relationships between it and Christianity – our very roots lie in Judaism.  Structured teaching units for Judaism are found at the back of the ‘Here I Am’ folder. The teaching of other faiths should start from the religion’s own understanding of itself and an understanding of what it is to be a member of a particular faith community. If possible, try to invite a member of the Jewish community into the school or visit a synagogue.


The great act of God’s love in sending Jesus as a human person exactly like ourselves, forms the climax of our term’s work.  As the final theme connected with Creation, it is the ultimate point of God’s involvement in the Creation that is loved and sustained and found by God “to be very good”.  It is so good, in fact, that God becomes so involved as to become one of us. This theme is focused on the season of Advent, the beginning of the Church’s year.  The focus on Jesus’ birth at Christmas will be an important part of our teaching at this time. In this theme the children learn about the gift of God’s love in Jesus and loving as a way of life. 


In this topic the children learn about Advent as a time of looking forward to and preparing for the birthday of Jesus, a season celebrating God’s promise kept in Jesus. Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered; as a season when that remembrance directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time. Advent is thus a period for prayerful, joyful preparation and expectation. Giftedness in ourselves and of what we can offer to others is a vital element in our teaching.  In Jesus, God is offering a gift to us to help us be and live as the people we are called to be through our Baptism and Confirmation.  The preparation time of Advent is key here.

Dates to Note:



November 
21st  
Feast of Christ the King 





28th   First Sunday in Advent



December
8th
Immaculate Conception





25th
Christmas Day





27th   Holy Family

Basic question and belief for this term: 





Where do I come from?  Life<-> Creation





Church Theme: Family<-> Domestic Church	Topic: Babies





Sacraments Theme: Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation Topic: Initiation





Christian Living Theme: Loving <-> Advent/Christmas	Topic: Gifts





Process: Search/Revelation/Response








Theme One: Family < > Domestic Church 


Curriculum Directory – Church 





TOPIC ONE: BABIES


(Beg of Term – Oct 1st)                                         





Theme Two: Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation


Curriculum Directory  - Celebration





TOPIC TWO: INITIATION


(Oct 4th – Nov 5th)





JUDAISM


(8th-19th November) 


  





Theme Three: Loving <-> Advent / Christmas 


Curriculum Directory -  Life in Christ





TOPIC THREE: GIFTS


(Nov 22ndd – End of term and beyond )
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