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Introduction

In this first term of the school year, the focus of our Religious Education is rooted in the theology of creation. Belief in God the Creator grounds Catholic Education in respect for the unique contribution each person has to make in school and to the wholeness of creation. Creativity, the power to create, is God’s gift. Christians reverence the giftedness and creativity within each person as signs of the divine presence and action of God. 

Reverence for God the Creator leads Christians to reflect on what it means to inhabit earth at this particular time in its history, and to have power to nurture life or destroy it.

The three autumn themes are developed in the light of this understanding of creation. 

Family < > Domestic Church focuses on life as gift, myself as a unique and loved creation and the creative love and care that can be expressed in family groups.
Belonging < > Baptism/Confirmation focuses on the call to belong, the creative potential that belonging develops, and Baptism and Confirmation, sacraments of the gift of God’s life and friendship.
Loving < > Advent/Christmas focuses on the capacity for entering into loving relationships and the perfect gift and revelation of God’s love, Jesus, born of Mary, born as one of us.
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Domestic Church is the term we use to describe the smallest units or groups in which we learn about being created and loved by other people. The family is the child’s most immediate experience of life, of being part of God’s creation.  The foundation can be laid here for making the links between ordinary experience and the opportunities of meeting God’s loving kindness towards us, as expressed in the home, and especially in prayer in the home.
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This can be a very sensitive topic, given the varied experience of homes and families of children today.  It is nonetheless their most fundamental experience and that is what is being built on in this topic.  The children will explore their own homes and families and will learn about God’s vision for every family as a loving parent.
Date to Note:


September 8th 
Birthday of Our Lady
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This theme lays the foundation for an understanding of initiation into the Christian community: - the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. In this theme the children learn about the human need to belong and God’s call, celebrated in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation.

 In this topic the                                    children will be learning about the sacraments of Baptism, and in Key Stage 2, Confirmation, in a powerful way. These are explored through signs and symbols which are part of the everyday experience of all children at every age.  For Christians, sacraments speak of God’s presence in the world and in our lives. They put us in touch in a powerful way with the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus and they point to his continued presence among us today. It is important when dealing with both Baptism and Confirmation to stress that, although they are one-off events in life, the experience that underlies them – being brought into the life of Jesus in the Church - happens every day.
Dates to Note:









October 

4th
St. Francis of Assisi





7th 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day



November 
1st 
All Saints Day 



                      2nd
All Souls Day





See separate planning sheets
During this week the children will be learning about Judaism. The teaching of Judaism is very important because of the intrinsic relationships between it and Christianity – our very roots lie in Judaism.  Structured teaching units for Judaism are found at the back of the ‘Here I Am’ folder. The teaching of other faiths should start from the religion’s own understanding of itself and an understanding of what it is to be a member of a particular faith community. If possible, try to invite a member of the Jewish community into the school or visit a synagogue.

This theme is focused on the season of Advent, the beginning of the Church’s year.  The focus on Jesus’ birth at Christmas, and continuing celebrations after this - and not just over the New Year - will be an important part of our teaching at this time. In this theme the children learn about the gift of God’s love in Jesus and loving as a way of life. This theme explores the connection between celebrations and the Church season and feast.

Inviting and welcoming visitors and making preparations for them are all part of this topic which gives one perspective on the Christmas Story and its background.  The children learn about Advent as a time to prepare for Jesus’ coming at Christmas and Advent is a time for us to get ready.
Dates to Note:



November 
20th  
Feast of Christ the King 


November    27th 
First Sunday in Advent



December
8th 
Immaculate Conception
Theme One: Family < > Domestic Church 


C.D. – Church 





TOPIC ONE: HOMES AND FAMILIES


(Start of term – 30th September)                                         





Theme Two: Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation


C.D.  - Celebration





TOPIC TWO: SIGNS AND SYMBOLS


(3rd October –4th November)





OTHER FAITHS


(7th – 18th November)








Theme Three: Loving <-> Advent / Christmas 


C.D.  -  Life in Christ





TOPIC THREE: VISITORS


(21st November – End of term)





Basic question and belief for this term: 


Where do I come from?  Life<-> Creation





Church Theme: Family<-> Domestic Church	Topic: Homes and families





Sacraments Theme: Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation	Topic: Signs and symbols





Christian Living Theme: Loving <-> Advent/Christmas	Topic: Visitors





Process: Search/Revelation/Response








Process: Search/Revelation/Response
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