TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

‘BABIES’

Below are SOME EXAMPLES of the kind of activities you might use to ensure sufficient level of challenge for each level of attainment in some of the strands. Setting the right activities and using the right language is key at the planning stage. Adapt archived material from some of the other topics to give you more ideas.

LEVEL 1

Activity: Wall poster.

An activity covering a number of strands which can be continued and built on throughout the learning.

Give each child a long strip of paper (e.g. 2 A4 sheets stuck together side by side landscape). Divide into 4 boxes. In first box create a graffiti wall of words/symbols/pictures related to caring for babies and people who cared for them. (AT2i, AT2ii) Speaking and Listening equally important here.

In second box, illustrate/write/annotate Mary and Joseph looking after Jesus as a baby. (AT1i) In third box, illustrate some Psalm words which speak of God’s love and care. (AT1ii) In fourth box, record a group Thank You Litany. (AT1ii) Make a class display of all the strips.

This could provide a record of the learning of the whole topic for each child.

LEVEL 2  
Activity: ‘I am a Psalmist’
Each child takes on the persona of a psalmist. Having worked with the psalms given, and maybe more, create a psalm writing session working individually, in pairs or groups, to produce a psalm of their own describing God as a loving parent,  based on the models explored. (AT1ii)

Activity: Role play the Temple.

In small groups, role play Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to the Temple and saying/singing their psalms. (AT1i, AT1ii)

LEVEL 3

Activity: ‘Parents Evening.’
All children explore the Scripture passages about the joy of parents when their baby is born. Individually, in pairs or small groups, prepare a presentation for ‘Parents’ Evening’ (role play or real!) showing the links between the Scripture stories and what they say about God’s joy in parents and babies. (AT1i)

Activity: ‘Babies bring joy’. Working in groups of 4, each one write 2/3/4 questions they find difficult in response to ‘Babies bring joy’. Place them all in a bag or basket and pull out each one in turn to discuss. (AT2ii)
LEVEL 4

Activity: ‘I am a Psalmist/Prophet.’
Having studied the range of Scripture passages given, write a poem/song/psalm showing understanding of the imagery depicting God as a loving, caring parent. (AT1i)
Activity: How to be a good parent’.

Using the Scripture studied, prepare a leaflet entitled ‘How to be a good parent’ showing how belief in God as a loving parent might shape their role. (AT1iii)
Activity: Reflection Group for Parents.

Working in small groups taking on role of parents, engage in focussed discussion on what it means to be a parent in the light of new learning from Scripture and Church teaching. Record as preferred. (AT2ii)

LEVEL 5 

Activity: ‘Our Father’

· How might the Our Father inspire you and/or others to live in a particular way? (AT2i)
· Write your own ‘Our Father’ using the Scripture imagery and passages you have studied. Show how this might give meaning and purpose to a parents’ life. (AT2ii)

