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Introduction

The question “Who am I?” is central to this term’s work.  The Christian belief is that the answer is to be found through Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the heart of this term is “a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son of the Father” who comes “to be our model of holiness” (CCC 457-460, 426).  The children will meet God as Saviour: Jesus comes to reveal the love of God and to reveal our true humanity.  He comes to make us whole and holy, to reconcile us to God, to one another and to ourselves.  This will be unpacked through the theme Community - Local Church and the topic ‘Books’.

Search

Books are a way of passing on the wisdom of one generation to another.

Are books important to you?  What sort of books do you enjoy reading?  When was the last time you were so absorbed by a book that you couldn’t put it down?  What one book would you want on a desert island and why?

[time for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

Reader 1:
The Scriptures are the treasured experience of God, of the Jewish and Christian communities.  Christians reverence the Scriptures as the Word of God. St. Luke says the following at the beginning of his gospel:

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were handed down to us by those who, from the outset, were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how well-founded the teaching is that you have received.     (Luke 1: 1-4)


St Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin in the early part of the fifth century, wrote ‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ’.

Reader 2:
The Constitution on Divine Revelation from the Second Vatican Council says the following about Scripture:


The Church venerates sacred Scripture and the Body of Christ with the same vigour. 


Both of these are celebrated in our Liturgy.


The bread of life we are offered at Mass flows both from God’s Word and from Christ’s Body.  


The altar around which we gather at Mass is really both the table of the Word of God and the table of the Body of Christ.


All the teaching of the Church is nourished and focused, therefore, by sacred Scripture.


In Scripture, God meets us and speaks to us with great love.


The force and power of the Word of God is so great that it stands as the support and energy of the whole Church,


the strength of faith for its members,


the food of the soul,


the pure source of the spiritual life.


Because this is true, easy access to Scripture should be provided to all the faithful.     (Vatican Documents in Plain English by Bill Heubsch)

Does the quote from Constitution surprise you?

How important do you think the Bible is?

Do you have a favourite passage which is important to you?

Response

Into the Classroom

Do the Scriptures have a special place in the classroom? 

How can we get across to the children the idea that this is a book to be treasured? [see “notes for adults” section in ‘God’s Story’ for some ideas]

Do our children have “easy access to Scripture”?

What are your ideas for display?

Most people are bothered by those passages in Scripture which they cannot understand; but as for me, I always noticed that the passages in Scripture which trouble me most are those that I do understand.     (Mark Twain)

Final Prayer

Gracious God, teach us a real love for the Bible.

Show us how to take it out of its dust jacket

And into our hearts and souls;

How to carry it joyfully from the lecterns,

pulpits and stands of our churches and schools

back into the wide open spaces of our everyday world.

Guide us on the great voyage of discovery

it urges us to make

towards the things that are eternal.

AMEN

