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Introduction

The theme Relating - Eucharist further develops the understanding of the parish community, explored in the topic ‘Books’ as a group who come together each Sunday to remember, celebrate and make real the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  We also recognise the presence of Jesus whenever we come together to share precious memories with one another.

Search

Memories are powerful, with the capacity to heal, divide, sustain, guide and challenge.  They play a significant part in our lives.  Henri Nouen says “The older we grow, the more we have to remember, and at some point we realise that most, if not all of what we have, is MEMORY”.

Which memories do you treasure most and why?  How do we keep memories alive?

[Pause for sharing]

Revelation

Christians celebrate the Eucharist in response to Jesus’ words: ‘Do this in memory of me’.  The hope and promise of the kingdom is glimpsed here and now. St. Paul says: 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’   (1 Corinthians 10: 23-25)

For Catholic Christians this passage is what happens at Mass; this is the heart of the Eucharist.  The events of the Last Supper are remembered and re-enacted in obedience to the command of Jesus, in such a way that they become present and real.

How do we keep the memory of Jesus alive?  St Paul handed on to others what he knew and experienced about Jesus.  How can we do the same?

 [Time for sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

What are good memories in the life of your school?  How are they celebrated? 
How can the children be led to understand that the Eucharist is a ‘living memorial’ of Jesus?

Could staff share one special memory with the children as a way of introducing this topic, perhaps as part of an assembly?
What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

For Prayer and Reflection

We carry an album of memories around with us.  In silence, take from your own personal memory album a past event that is of special importance to you.  It may be the memory you shared at the beginning of the session.

Allow it to live in your imagination again.

Be aware of the feelings associated with it – be they joy, intimacy, love, sadness, grief or pain.

[Allow a short period of silence – perhaps play some quiet music]
We now light a candle to symbolise God’s presence in this experience.

Light of the world,

Enter into the depths of our lives.

Come into the dark and hidden places.

Walk in the storehouse of our memories.

Hear the hidden secrets of the past.

Plumb the very depth of our being.

Be present through the silent hours.

And bring us safely to your glorious light.

(‘Light of the World’ from Power Lines, David Adam, SPCK)

Concluding Prayer

We remember how you loved us to your death

And still we celebrate for you are with us here;

And we believe that we will see you when you come,

In your glory, Lord.

We remember,

We celebrate,

We believe.

(Marty Haughen, ‘With open hands’, Breaking Bread 1991, Oregon Catholic Press with McCrimmon)

