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Introduction

The focus for the Summer term is the question “Why am I here?” or in other words, what is the purpose of life?  Huge questions!  As Christians we believe that there is a point and purpose to life and it is revealed and enabled for us, in the person and the work of Jesus and the sending of the Holy Spirit to help and support us in the life we are called to lead.  Jesus became a human being in order that we too may become fully human and live life to the full.  (All this is a rather wordy way of describing what redemption is about!)  This term the children will meet God the Holy Spirit, the Helper who leads us into the fullness of God and the fullness of humanity revealed in Jesus.  The theme Serving - Pentecost helps the children to grow in understanding of the Church’s faith in the Holy Spirit.  Through the topic ‘Energy’ they discover that Pentecost celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit through whom the Church continues the work of Jesus.

Search

Energy keeps us going.  On days when our energy is low, we find everything an effort.  Most people are more aware of food energy and, in our time, the production of energy to sustain our way of life is affecting the future of our planet. 

When do you feel energised?  When you feel low, how do you ‘recharge your batteries’?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

Christians believe that God’s Spirit within gives us energy and the power to live.  The symbols used for the Holy Spirit – wind and fire – are symbols of power and energy.  At Pentecost, the disciples were filled by the gift of the Holy Spirit and went out courageously to carry the gospel of Jesus to the whole world.

The Acts of the Apostles has this account of Jesus appearing to his disciples just before he was taken up to heaven (the Ascension):


When they had come together, they asked him, ‘Is it now that you will restore the Kingdom of Israel?’  And he answered, “It is not for you to know the time or the moment which the Father has fixed by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth.’   (Acts 1: 6-8)

The power of the Holy Spirit gave the apostles the courage to proclaim Jesus’ message.  Have you ever seen the Spirit at work in others?  Can you think of an occasion when you have felt the power of the Holy Spirit at work in your life?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

How can you help children to appreciate their energy and channel it to good use?

In what ways can your school community celebrate the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit this Pentecost?

As a staff how can you use the power of the Spirit to bring the good news of the gospel to children and parents?

What are your ideas for a central display for the whole school hall, entrance area etc?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
Prayer and Reflection

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people,

and grant us a new vision of your glory,

a new experience of your power,

a new faithfulness to your Word

and a new consecration to your service,

that your love may grow among us,

and your kingdom come:

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

(Prayer of preparation for the Second Vatican Council, 1962-1965)

