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Introduction

The third theme of the term, Giving - Lent/Easter reminds us that during Lent, the Christian community prepares for the celebration of Easter.  They remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and try to respond to the call to be more like Him and live in a more giving way.  We also remind ourselves that the journey from death to new life is inseparable from daily living.  We find God in the daily ‘dying’ and ‘rising’ of life.

Search

The moment of our birth is also a moment of death.  We leave the safe and secure life within our mother’s womb, and enter a new way of living.  Throughout our life, we continue to experience loss and change in order to grow and move into new life.

You will have experienced some of the following: starting education in school, college, universities; moving house, buying your first home, birth of a child, death of a loved one, changing jobs, redundancy, unemployment, promotion.

Is there any situation you can share of change or loss that resulted in a move into new life?

[Time for sharing]

Revelation

For Christians, it is through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that new life begins.  He reveals the way to eternal life for us, and so a new life begins here and now, a life which will culminate in future glory.  The Lenten journey is one that takes us to the glory of Easter Sunday, from death to new life. We find the following words in John’s Gospel:
Very truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.   (John 12: 24)

When a woman is in labour, she has pain, because her hour has come.  But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world.   (John 16: 21)

What do these passages from Scripture say to you?

How is your Lenten journey preparation for the new life of Easter?

 [Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

‘In death there is resurrection’.  

In school how are tensions and disagreements faced openly and honestly so that there is the possibility of new life?

When pupils experience loss, pain, upset, anger, bitterness, bereavement, how are they allowed to work through these human emotions to a sense of hope and resurrection in life?

How can we help children to see that limitations and failures are opportunities for growth?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

Prayer and Reflection

Self giving and sacrifice are part of human living.

Think of a gift that you possess that may be given to others (generosity … laughter … time … etc).  Write this gift on a piece of paper and place it in the basket, symbolising a desire to offer something of yourself to other people.  [You may like to play some music whilst this is happening.]

Let us pray together

‘God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son.’

He gave…

GIVING is the link, giving is the thread that runs through all the shapes and forms of love.

Without giving, there is no love between brothers, sisters, lovers, friends, or God.

When the giving stops, Love dies.

Lord, in the loves of my life give me a generous, giving heart, that I might, like a shadow

Imitate the love given to me in every breath I breathe.

(Adapted from Frank Topping: Lord of Life, Lutterworth Press)

