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Introduction

The third theme of the term, World - Universal Church, is approached through the topic ‘Special Places’.  This theme and this topic broaden our vision of purpose beyond ourselves to people in different parts of the world.  Christians believe that the world and every person in it are created by God.  They therefore reverence and take care of the world and its peoples.

Search

Most people have a ‘special place’, a country, city, shop, restaurant, room, chair, wherever.  Sometimes, it is easy to explain why; but it may be difficult to put into words what makes us ‘feel at peace’ when we are there.

What are your special places and why?  Is there a place you can ‘retreat’ to in peace and quiet?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

The Christian community has many special places: places where people gather for prayer and worship; places that are holy because of their association with Jesus or holy people; places of pilgrimage.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church

‘The Church, the house of God, is the proper place for the liturgical prayer of the parish community.  It is also the privileged place for adoration of the real presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  The choice of a favourable place is not a matter of indifference for true prayer.

- For personal prayer, this can be a ‘prayer corner’ with the sacred Scriptures and icons, in order to be there, in secret, before our Father.  In a Christian family, this kind of little oratory fosters prayer in common.

- In regions where monasteries exist, the vocation of these communities is to further the participation of the faithful in the Liturgy of the Hours and to provide necessary solitude for more intense personal prayer.

- Pilgrimages evoke our earthly journey toward heaven and are traditionally very special occasions for renewal in prayer.  For pilgrims seeking living water, shrines are special places for living the forms of Christian prayer “in Church”.’      (2591)

All grow into one holy temple in the Lord.

You are no longer aliens or foreign visitors; you are citizens like all the saints, and part of God’s household.  You are part of a building that has the apostles and prophets for its foundation, and Christ Jesus himself for its main cornerstone.  As every structure is aligned on him, all grow into one holy temple in the Lord; and you too, in him, are being built into a house where God lives, in the Spirit.     (Ephesians 2 : 19-22)

What does this scripture reading say to you?  Is there a place that you have found which helps you to pray?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response

Into the Classroom

What special places exist in your school or in the classroom?

Can we create another special place of prayer together such as a prayer room or a ‘prayer garden’? 

Are the children encouraged to find a special place to ‘be alone with God’?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school (hall, entrance area etc)?  

[A time to share ideas with one another]
Prayer and Reflection

‘Our first task in approaching another people, another culture, another religion, is to take off our shoes, for the place we are approaching is holy; else we might find ourselves treading on another’s dream.  More serious still, we may forget that God was there before us.’     (Anon)

[Pause for silent reflection]

Let us pray together

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

Your house is a house of prayer,

and your presence makes it a place of blessing.

You give us grace upon grace

to build the temple of your Spirit,

creating its beauty from the holiness of our lives.   Amen.

(Preface of The Dedication of a Church II, The Weekday Missal)

