BEFORE YOU BEGIN

FREEDOM & RESPONSIBILITY

Summer term 2007 Route C

Foundation: Purpose – Redemption

        Why am I here?

Theme: Inter-relating - Reconciliation
Curriculum Directory : ‘Celebration’

Introduction

The focus for work this term is the Holy Spirit, the Helper who leads us into the fullness of God and the fullness of our own humanity.  In the topic “Freedom and Responsibility”, which unpacks this focus, we explore the work of the Holy Sprit as the ‘Advocate’ a Latin word which means literally “the one who is called to your side”.  Christians believe in free will and accepting freedom and responsibility for our actions.  The power of the Holy Spirit is there to help us make right choices.  There are times when we fail to do this and we need to say sorry and celebrate God’s love and forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Search

On a simple level, we might learn about loss of freedom through a plaster cast on an arm or a leg, or a debilitating illness.  More seriously, many people suffer loss of liberty through oppression, injustice, terrorism or war.  Circumstances may diminish our freedom to choose, but often it is an everyday failure to break a habit or influence a situation that brings home the question of freedom and responsibility.

Freedom comes from within!  Who can you think of who achieved freedom inspite of circumstances?  When have you felt most free?

[time for reflection and sharing]

Revelation

Christians believe that God has given to each person free will and the power to choose.  The gift of God’s Spirit, guarantee of God’s abiding presence, is the foundation of Christian faith in the holiness of conscience.  The creative interplay of freedom and responsibility informs the life of the community of believers, the Church.

Writing to the Galatians in about the year 54, Paul said:

You were called to be free; do not use your freedom as an opening for self-indulgence, but be servants to one another in love, since the whole of the law is summarised in the one commandment:  You must love your neighbour as yourself.  If you go snapping at one another and tearing one another to pieces, take care:  you will be eaten up by one another.  Instead, I tell you, be guided by the Spirit.     (Galatians 5 : 13-16)

Is there anything in this passage from St Paul which strikes you?  What is the most meaningful way you have found to express sorrow when you fail to love?

Response

Into the Classroom

The famous athlete Eric Liddel caused much comment by refusing to run an Olympic heat on a Sunday because of his Christian beliefs.  But much later in his life, when he was held prisoner by the Chinese along with a number of young men, he helped to organise football games on Sundays as this was the only day that the men were allowed any exercise at all.  (adapted from REAL Scheme, ICOREC)

How can we help children develop a maturing attitude to freedom?

How can we develop the link between freedom and responsibility?

What responsibilities do we give our children?  How can we celebrate reconciliation meaningfully during this topic?

What ideas do you have for a whole school display (in the hall, entrance etc)?

Final Prayer

Father, all powerful and ever living God

we thank you for giving us freedom,

the dignity of choice and the responsibility

to live with the consequences of that choice.

Help us to use our freedom to be servants

of one another and servants of the Gospel.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord

AMEN

