Act of Worship

BABIES

Key Stage 1

“Safe and strong in God’s love”
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Focal Point:

Prayer Candle







Picture of hen with chicks







Or any mother/father with young







Psalm 63:6-9 - God’s Story 2 p31







Any work done by the children on “Babies”







e.g. name cards

Leader:  Good morning, everyone.  Let’s gather around the table and with eyes closed make yourself small!  Think of the tiny fingers and toes you must have had, the fuzzy hair… the way people would have enjoyed holding you as a baby… 
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Now as we light our candle be very still and either look at the candle or close your eyes and just say to yourself:

“Thank you God for making me me”

{Pause for a moment of quiet}

Perhaps you may want to sing an appropriate song/hymn at this time:

Suggestions:

Rejoice One 8 v1 

“Our New Babe” or



HON 233 (Chorus)

“For you gave me a heart








and you gave me a smile,








you gave me Jesus and








you made me your child








and I just thank you, Father








for making me me”
[image: image3.png]



Now we are going to listen to a prayer song called a psalm. These songs told everyone of God’s love for them… a strong and tender love. Listen to David’s words:

N/R

}
“I feel safe, so safe when I think of you, my God.



}
Snuggled up in bed, even when its dark outside, I feel safe.



}
Your love for me is strong.


}
You care for me like a mother bird cares for her 

}
baby chicks.

Y1/Y2
}
I know you are always there for me.



}
You always listen to me.



}
You comfort me when I am sad.



}
You help me to be strong when things are very hard.

Reader:
This is the word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God.
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Leader:  In a quiet moment now, picture the mother hen carrying her chick… yourself feeling very safe… because… you know people close to you love you… and God’s love for you is like that too.

Perhaps at this point, each child could stand in the centre of a circle with name card in hand. Others sing: “God’s got (child’s name) in his hands… (to the tune of “He’s got the whole world in his hands”.
A Thank You Litany: 

to end, the children could be encouraged to make up a litany using the words from the reading. The response would be “Thank you, God!”

For example: 
When I feel safe… Thank you God!




When it is dark, I think of your love… Thank you God!




For the mother bird and her chicks… Thank you God!




Your love is strong when I am afraid… Thank you God!




You comfort me when I am sad… Thank you God!
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Dear God




May every new baby




Be welcomed as a gift from you




And a sign that you are with us 

Act of Worship

BABIES

Key Stage 2

“God rejoices in each of us…”




Focal Point:

Prayer Candle







Balloons/Birth announcement card







Flowers (simple, mixed)







Picture of Abraham and Sarah?







God’s Story 3: based on Genesis 21:1-7







Any work done on the topic BABIES

Leader:  Invite everyone to listen quietly to the Song Rejoice Two 9 “Kolisanka”

As we come together this morning perhaps we could become aware of the space around us.  Reflect quietly (perhaps with eyes closed) how each of us is special… an individual… unique.  Our birth (being alive) has made a difference to so many people.  As we light our prayer candle perhaps we could breathe in quietly and then out again, saying the prayer… “Thank you God for giving me life” or more simply, “Thank you God, for making me”.

Now we are going to listen to a story from the Book of Genesis – the word means “Beginning” and tells the story of the beginnings of the Chosen People. God chose Abraham to be the father of God’s People and promised him a son. {Based on Genesis 21:1-7}

Reader:
When their son was born, Sarah and Abraham remembered God’s promise. They named the baby “Isaac” which means ‘he laughs’. So his name became a reminder of God’s blessing and their baby brought them great joy. On the day that Isaac was weaned, Abraham gave a great feast to celebrate having a son.
All:
Glory to you, Lord.
In this story can we see God’s plan for Abraham and Sarah?…  think of the words… promise… blessing… joy… celebration.  What did God ask of Abraham and Sarah? What does the story tell you about God?
Leader: 
Let us now thank God for all the “blessings” we receive.

Response:
Blessed are you, Lord God!



You were there in the very beginning.



Blessed are you, Lord God.



Each part of me is the work of your hands



Blessed are you, Lord God.



You knew me from the very first moment I began to exist



Blessed are you, Lord God.



For the people who cared for me when I was small and helpless 

{Encourage children to make up their own litany of thanks for individuals}

Blessed are you, Lord God.


One and Only (p7 The Childhood of Jesus, Junior Bible)

{Children could divide the verses between them and speak in groups}



1.
All, all, all:



3.
To God each human person



the great and small,



is as precious



humble and powerful,



as an only child.




sick and healthy,



God cherishes each one




rich and poor.




as a longed-for child.



God says to each one:



God says to each one:

“My beloved child!”



“My beloved child!”


2.
All, all, all:



4.
And to each 




white and yellow,



and to all




black and red,




God entrusts a unique role,




wherever they come from,


a one and only place




the colour of their skin


in the world’s story.




their origin:




God says to each one:




“My beloved child!”
{Draw your celebration to a close by singing a praise song “Do not be afraid” HON 122, 

“I will never forget you” HON 265, “You will dwell in the shelter of the Lord” HON 783}
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