Dear Parent(s),

The question “Why am I here?” is the basis of this term’s work. Jesus reveals to us our purpose in life, that is, to be made one with God.

At the start of the summer term we continue to celebrate Easter. The Resurrection of Jesus is Good News, for it shows us what God wants for each one of us – that we can be one with God. The feast of Pentecost reminds us that God gives us the power of the Holy Spirit to help us to live like Jesus so that we can tell others this Good News. The topics to be studied this term are:


Messengers/Witnesses


Change and


Treasures

MESSENGERS/WITNESSES

In this topic we focus on the importance of giving and receiving messages. Like the apostles, Christians have a responsibility to receive and to pass on the message of Easter. The children are invited to look at ways of passing on the good news of Easter to others today.

Suggestions for home activities:

· As a family, send a happy message either by post or email to someone the family knows. Focus on some happy event or the good things that are happening in your lives. Encourage the children to contribute their ideas to the message.

· Ask for an answer to the message. When the person replies, encourage the children to read or listen to the response.

OTHER FAITHS
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This term, another World Faith will be explored in Years 1-6. We want the children to grow in understanding and respect for the beliefs of others in order to promote peace in our world. It is the lack of understanding and respect that has been the cause of so much conflict in the past.

Suggestions for home activities:

Encourage your child to share with you what they have been learning about the World Faith.

Look for the displays in school on this topic and talk about it with your child.

CHANGE

In this topic we focus on the way a person’s relationship with God and with others can be affected by selfishness. Whatever choices we make have consequences, and these consequences affect the lives of others. God through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, offers an opportunity to change selfish behaviour. God’s unchanging love and forgiveness helps the person who wants to change.
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Suggestions for home activities:

· Tell them the story of the Lost Son (Luke 15) from the Bible. Talk about how much the father loved the younger son and how much the younger son wanted to change.
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Look for opportunities to show forgiveness and reconciliation in the day to day life of the family.

TREASURES

The focus in this topic is to appreciate that the community of the Church includes a rich variety of people and cultures across the world. We have a responsibility to make sure that the gifts of people and resources that God has given to the world are looked after and shared justly. We need to ensure that the children appreciate that everyone is a child of God deserving love and respect and anything God gives us is a gift.
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Suggestions for home activities:

· Visit the local library with your child and encourage them to select a book to read about different people's faith and cultures.

· Make a scrap book which includes pictures cut out from magazines and newspapers of people from across the world. Write captions like:

‘Everyone is a child of God’; ‘God loves everyone”; “One World”; “Everyone is a treasure”.
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We hope you find this leaflet interesting. Please keep us in your prayers as we try to support your children.

With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

DATES TO REMEMBER:

23rd April St George, Patron Saint 

of England
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16th May Ascension of the Lord

Ascension Day is when we celebrate Jesus’ return to his Father in Heaven.

23rd May Pentecost Sunday
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The day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit.

25th May St. Bede 

30th May Trinity Sunday

6th June Corpus Christi
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We give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus in the Eucharist.
22nd June Ss. John Fisher & Thomas More

29th June Saint Peter and Saint Paul
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St. Peter was the first Pope, 
St. Paul wrote extensively 

about the life of Jesus.
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