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As you gather together, you may like to 

have a focal point table on which you 

could place a Bible opened at Matthew 9, 

a lit candle to acknowledge that whenever 
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we gather together in prayer, Jesus is [image: image4.png]



with us in a special way and some brightly 

coloured flowers as a common symbol of 

reconciliation. 
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You may like to listen to or sing the 
‘World Peace Prayer’ when you are 
all gathered. (Laudate or This is our Faith.)
As you listen to this extract from Matthew’s Gospel, take time to remind yourself that the call to follow Jesus is a call to change and that Jesus came to show all people how he wants them to live in love.
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (9:9-16)

As Jesus  was walking on he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.

Now while he was at table in the house it happened that a number of tax collectors and sinners came to sit at the table with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your master eat with tax collectors and sinners?’

When he heard this he replied, ‘It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the sick. Go and learn the meaning of the words: Mercy is what pleases me, not sacrifice. And indeed I came to call not the upright, but sinners.
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ.

Take a few moments to reflect on Jesus’ wonderful words that he came especially to call sinners to be reconciled—with God and with one another. Think of the areas of your life in which you  need reconciliation.
Let us pray together this adaptation of the beginning of Psalm 129/130, the poem in which David tells of the watchman waiting in the darkness of the night for the light of dawn. He knows it will come. David knew what it was to distance himself from God through sin, but just as he was sure that the dawn would come each morning, David knew for sure that God would still love him in spite of his sin.
I am feeling dreadful.

I call to you my God.

Hear my call.

Listen to my cry for help.

If you kept a list of our sins,

we would be lost,

but you forgive us

and we are amazed by you.

I am waiting for your help O God.

I am wishing for your help to come,

even more than a night watchman

is wishing for the night to be over

and the dawn to break.

