HERE I AM / CURRICULUM DIRECTORY

SUMMER TERM : CYCLE B

Primary Concepts – Search/Revelation/Response

Focus:  Purpose  <->  Redemption 

Focus Question:  “Why Am I Here?”
Introduction

As you get ready for the Summer Term this year perhaps the focus question for the term is too close to home, “Why am I here?”  In relation to the Here I Am programme this question centres on the double process of Purpose <-> Redemption.  That double-headed arrow reminds us of the link between our own experience of searching for meaning and purpose in life and the fact that in the Redemption, won in Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, the true purpose of life is shown to us: we are made to be one with God.  One of the great men of faith of the past, Saint Augustine, once wrote in a prayer, “You have created us for yourself and our hearts know no rest until they rest in You.”  Beyond SATS, Ofsted, and league tables lies the true essence of what we are doing in educating our young people – doing our bit to help them see the wider picture – the wonder of God’s work in and through Jesus and his followers today.
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We return to school as the church continues its celebration of Easter and its culmination in the Feast of Pentecost.  In response to what Jesus has done for us in his Death and Resurrection, and especially in the coming of the Holy Spirit who empowers us, we are called to be of service to others, and in particular are called to the service of sharing God’s Good News with others.  It will be important during these weeks to plan a whole school Easter Celebration and then a Pentecost ‘party’.
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Building on the common experience of receiving and passing on messages the children are invited, in appropriate ways for each year group to reflect on their role in passing on the message of Easter today. It is important to make the link between passing on messages and passing on the message of the Good News. The Scripture readings in the Relate section are especially important here.
CYCLE OF PRAYER: during the Easter Season, which finishes on Pentecost Sunday, the Church asks us to pray for the following intentions: new members of the Church, vocations, human work, the right use of the media & the Church.
Dates to Note:

21st April
St. Anselm of Canterbury



23rd April
St. George, Martyr & Patron of England




25th April
World Day of Prayer for Vocations




29th April
St. Catherine of Siena, Patron of Europe




1st May
St. Joseph the Worker




3rd May
Ss. Philip & James, Apostles




4th May
English Martyrs (for the Catholic Faith 1535-1680)




7th May
St. John of Beverley, Bishop




13th May
Our Lady of Fatima




14th May
St. Matthias, Apostle (took the place of Judas Iscariot)
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The Sacrament of Penance/Confession/Reconciliation has had a complicated history of development in the life of the church.  This is partly reflected in the various names given to the sacrament.  It is important to remember that a full and age-appropriate understanding of all its aspects will also be a matter of development over the years.  Clearly our double-headed arrow indicates a strong emphasis in our teaching on the fact that all sin has a social dimension.  It affects our relationship with God and with one another.  Only God forgives sin and this sacrament is an event in the life of the church that expresses in ritual form God’s reconciliation of humankind. This reconciliation has come about in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that we celebrate especially this term.


Although changing behaviour for the good is an important aspect of this topic in all year groups, it is important to help the children realise that God never changes.  God always offers love and reconciliation, and never withholds it.  Our own change of heart, our own conversion is as a result of God’s consistent love for us, and is our invitation to do the same, be the same, in our relationships.

Dates to Note

16th May
Ascension of the Lord





Prayer for world communications



19th May
St. Dunstan (909-988 AD) Bishop




21st May
St. Christopher Magallanes




23rd May
Pentecost Sunday

CYCLE OF PRAYER: during the Ordinary Time of the summer term the Church asks us to pray for the following intentions: deepen understanding between Christians & Jews, those who suffer persecution, oppression & denial of human rights, human life, Europe & seafarers.
Dates to Note

25th May
St. Bede



26th May
St. Philip Neri




27th May
St. Augustine of Canterbury




30th May
Trinity Sunday




31st May
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary




1st June
St. Justin




2nd June
Ss. Marcellinus & Peter




5th June
St. Boniface




6th June
Corpus Christi



8th June
St. William of York




9th June
St. Columba




11th June
Sacred Heart of Jesus




12th June
Immaculate Heart of Mary




22nd June
Ss. John Fisher & Thomas More, Martyrs




24th June
Nativity of St. John the Baptist


In the final part of this term, we try to broaden the picture of the community of the church for the children.  Earlier in the year we have seen church at the family and parish level, as well as the diocese, now this understanding is expanded to include the whole world in all its rich variety of cultures and peoples.  There is no-where where God is not present.


Building on the work of seeing the treasures of God’s world we come, in later years, to look at our care and stewardship of God’s gifts for us.  At a time when there is so much suspicion of people from other cultures and countries, it is important to help the children realise that we believe that everyone is a child of God and deserves the love and respect we give to anyone and anything that God gives us as gift.

Dates to Note

29th June
Ss. Peter & Paul, Apostles



30th June
First Martyrs of the Roman Church




3rd July

St. Thomas, Apostle




9th July Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes
22nd July
St. Mary Magdalene

23rd July
St. Bridget

26th July
Ss. Joachim & Ann, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Theme One :  Serving <-> Pentecost


C.D.  – Life in Christ





TOPIC ONE : MESSENGERS/WITNESSES


19th April – 14th May





Theme Two : Inter-relating <-> Reconciliation


C.D.  - Celebration 





TOPIC TWO : CHANGE


May 24th – June 25th 








OTHER FAITHS


May 17th – 21st 





Theme Three :  World <-> Universal Church


C.D.  -  Church





TOPIC THREE : TREASURES


June 28th to the end of term
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