Before you begin ……
MESSENGERS / WITNESSES 
Serving - Pentecost

Curriculum Directory : ‘Life in Christ’
Introduction
The focus for the Summer term is the question ‘Why am I here?’ and the Christian belief in Purpose / Redemption which is the Church’s response in faith.   The children will meet God as the Holy Spirit, the Helper who leads us into the fullness of God and the fullness of humanity revealed in Jesus.

The theme Serving - Pentecost makes clear the unity of the Easter event and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.   Through the topic Messengers / Witnesses children explore what messages are and the responsibilities of messengers.   They will learn about the events of Pentecost as the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit and the transformation of the fearful disciples into confident witnesses. They will also discover that anytime we give or receive messages it is an opportunity to speak words of life or to hear words of life. Good news indeed!


Search
Each of us by the way we live our lives, the way we treat others, and by our words and actions give ‘messages’.   We also receive the messages others give.   We are influenced and guided by the people we meet and others we hear about.   Often we are especially influenced by those whose actions speak powerfully, who ‘practise what they preach’.

Think of someone who impresses you deeply because of the way he or she lives.   What is it that impresses you?

What message does he / she give?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Revelation
Christians believe that they are called to be messengers and witnesses of the love of God for each person.   This means the way they live the whole of their lives and not just by some actions and some words.   Christians believe that the Spirit of God is active in each person and in a special way in the community of believers which is the Church.   It is the work of the Spirit to enable people to hear God’s message, to respond and to share it with others.

The feast of Pentecost is a celebration both of the gift of God’s Spirit and of the trust God places in men and women to be messengers and witnesses.

The Acts of the Apostles tells of the witness offered by Peter and the other apostles:

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed them in a loud voice:  ‘People of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, make no mistake about this, but listen carefully to what I say … God raised this man Jesus to life, and of that we are all witnesses.   Now raised to the heights by God’s right hand, he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised and what you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’   [Acts 2:14, 32-33]

Who are the witnesses and messengers today?


How can you witness to what you believe?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]
Response

Into the Classroom


What message and witness does your school give to the local community?


What messages do the staff give to children and parents?

How explicit is the Christian message in your school?

What are your ideas for a central display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
For Prayer and Reflection

‘Modern humanity listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.’

[Pope Paul VI, On Evangelisation in the Modern World, n.41]
Let us pray:

Creator God,

stir up within us

the power of your Holy Spirit, the

Spirit of the Risen Jesus, and help us to

be your witnesses.

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord.   Amen.
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Before you begin ……


CHANGE

Inter-relating - Reconciliation
Curriculum Directory : ‘Celebration’


Introduction
The focus for this term’s work – redemption and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives – is a foundation for appreciating the Gospel call to conversion (change).   Christian belief is that the Holy Spirit is given to reconcile us to one another and to God.   This is developed in the theme Inter-relating - Reconciliation.  Through the topic ‘Change’ the children will explore their experience of change and reflect on how, with God’s help, change is possible. They will understand that anytime they change for the better it is an experience of God’s Holy Spirit at work in them.   They will learn about the Sacrament of Reconciliation which celebrates God’s love, forgiveness and presence not only in the Sacrament itself but in all our reconciliations.


Search
We all experience change.   Some changes are longed for, but not all change is pleasant.   We see change in the world around us, sometimes at such a hectic pace that we might long for the security of a time of no change at all.


Can you think of a recent change in your life, for the better or for the worse?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation
All creation and every human person is in ‘a state of journeying towards God’.   This is why we can say that reconciliation is at the heart of the Christian Gospel – reconciliation with God and with others.   Reconciliation begins with a change of heart.   There can be no reconciliation without change.

The prophet Ezekiel, more than five hundred years before the time of Jesus, looked forward to a real change of heart which God would give his people:

I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you;  I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give you a heart of flesh instead.   I shall put my spirit in you, and make you keep my laws, and respect and practise my judgements.
[Ezekiel 36:26-27]

Have you ever experienced such a change of heart?

In what ways do you, or could you, express such a change of heart?

The gospels are full of stories of people who met Jesus and were changed.   You might like to share reflections on your favourite story.

[Pause for sharing and reflection]
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Response
Into the Classroom

How, as a teacher, do you invite others to change?

How can you foster a spirit of change and reconciliation in the classroom, the staffroom, the school and with all members of the school community?

What are your ideas for a central display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?
[A time to share ideas with one another]
For Prayer and Reflection
‘Reconciliation sounds a large theological term, but it simply means coming to ourselves and arising and going to our Father.’    [John Oman, Presbyterian theologian, 1860-1939]
Let us pray,

God grant me the courage to change what can be changed.

The serenity to accept the things that cannot be changed.

And the wisdom to know the difference.   Amen.

[Attributed to St Thomas More]
The well-known hymn ‘Amazing grace’ was written by John Newton (1825-1897).   His early life was spent transporting slaves from Africa to America.   After his conversion to Christianity he gave his life to preaching Christ’s message of love.

[You may like to end your gathering by singing or saying these verses together.]



Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
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that saved a wretch like me.




I once was lost but now I’m found




was blind but now I see.




‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,




and grace my fears relieved.




How precious did that grace appear




the hour I first believed.

Before you begin ……

TREASURES
World - Universal Church
Curriculum Directory : ‘Church’


Introduction
This third theme of the term, World - Universal Church, deepens children’s understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit through the work of the Church in the world.   Through the topic ‘Treasures’, they explore what people treasure and why.   They learn about what God treasures and how with the gift of creation comes a challenge to reverence and share all that God gives and to discover God there.


Search
The people and things that are precious to us may change during our life.   The way we treasure them may also be different.


What treasures are most precious to you now, and why?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Revelation
Christians believe that life is God’s gift.   All that makes up life – the planet Earth, people, places, things – are part of that gift.   Reflecting on treasures deepens our awareness that we have received everything from God.   Appreciating that all is gift leads us to treasure everything in life and to recognise that everything reveals the Creator.

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.   And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.   Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all of their multitude.
[Genesis 1:31-2:1]
Reflect, in silence, for a moment on an experience you may have had In which you became aware of the beauty of creation.

[You may like to share the experience with the person next to you]
The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us:

“Each creature possesses its own particular goodness and perfection.   For each of the works of the ‘six days’ it is said… ‘And God saw that it was good.’   By the very nature of creation, material being is endowed with its own stability, truth and excellence, its own order and laws.   Each of the various creatures, willed in its own being, reflects in its own way a ray of God’s infinite wisdom and goodness.”   [339]
Response

Into the Classroom

How can children be encouraged to value, care for and share the treasures of creation?

Can we embark on a suitable school project?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
For Prayer and Reflection

May you be praised, O Lord, in all your creatures, especially brother sun, by whom you give us light for the day;  he is beautiful, radiating great splendour, and offering us a symbol of you, the Most High ……

May you be praised, my Lord, for sister earth, our mother, who bears and feeds us, and produces the variety of fruits and dappled flowers and grasses …… Praise and bless my Lord, give thanks and serve him with all humility.   Amen.
[From St Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures]
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