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Leader:
Let us listen to this passage from Mark’s Gospel. It tells us of a man, 

just like us, who knew that Jesus is the special person, but struggled 

terribly with his own human weaknesses: greed, selfishness and a 

reluctance to commit himself to what he knows is right and good. 
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Jesus was setting out on a journey one day,
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when a man ran up to him, knelt on the 

ground before him, and asked him this 

question: “Good master, what must I do                                

so that I can live for ever with God?”

Jesus answered, “Only God is good. You

know what you have to do because you

know the commandments. Don’t kill anyone, 

Don’t take someone else’s wife for partner.                                                                                        

Don’t steal. Don’t tell lies about people. 

Don’t cheat people. Respect your parents.”

And the young man said, “Master, I’ve kept

all those commandments since I was very

young.”

Jesus looked steadily at him and was filled
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with love for him. Then Jesus said, “You need 

to do one thing more. Go and sell everything

you have and give the money to the poor. You

will be then be rich in God’s eyes. Then come

and follow me.”

The young man’s face changed when he heard

these words and he went away sad, because

he was a very wealthy man.

Mark was the first to write a Gospel. He wanted to know Jesus who shares our frailties, fears and courage. In this story of the rich young man, whom Jesus loved very much, we see that choosing to be a friend of Jesus means making tough choices.

Jesus is not saying that the things we have and enjoy are not important and good. He is telling us that there are to be even more valuable things in our lives such as living like he did.


Use this experience of the rich young man to reflect on Jesus’ steady, unfailing love for each of us. Take a few moments to take this into your heart.

Let us pray together:

Lord Jesus, You treasure each one of us and you accept us as we are today. May I know that you look on me each day and love me.

Amen.




You might like to make a focal point of a Bible opened at: Mark 10:17-22, 


a vase of early spring flowers such as snowdrops, a few photographs of people who have been special in the life of the school and a candle to remind you of Jesus’ presence among you as you gather to pray and reflect together. You may like to play some gentle choral music as you gather together.











