Before you begin ……SPECIAL PEOPLE
Community ( Local Church

Curriculum Directory : ‘Church’


Introduction
The focus for the Spring term is the Incarnation and GOD AS SAVIOUR.   Jesus comes to reveal the love of God and our humanity.   He comes to make us whole and holy and reconcile us to God, to one another and to ourselves.

At the heart of this term is ‘a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son from the Father’ who comes ‘to be our model of holiness’ [cf.CCC, 457-460, 426].   This focus will be unpacked through the theme Community ( Local Church and the topic ‘Special People’.   The children will explore and reflect on people who are special for them and why this is so.   In the Presentation in the Temple they discover that Jesus is the Light of the world, THE Person who reveals God and who reveals our true humanity and they will reflect on how they can become more like Jesus.


Search
In every person’s life, there are special people, seen as heroes and heroines, models and exemplars for a particular way of life.


Think about the people who are special to you.


What is it that makes them special?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Revelation
For Christians, Jesus is the special person.   He reveals to us what God is like and reveals to us what it is to be fully human, fully alive.

Writing to the Christian community of Colossae [Asia Minor] nearly thirty years after the deal and resurrection of Jesus, St Paul declared:

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation …   For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell ….   [Colossians 1:15,19]
To the community in Ephesus, he wrote:

We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.   [Ephesians 2: 10]

How do you think Jesus is the image of the invisible God?


How are you ‘God’s work of art’?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Response
Into the Classroom


Where do the pupils find their heroines, heroes and role models?


Which Christian men and women are you going to offer them as role models?


How will you try to make these people ‘real’ rather than ‘plaster saints’?

What can you do to help one another and the children to become more fully human?

What are your ideas for a central display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]

For Prayer and Reflection

Let us reflect on these words from the Second Vatican Council

The great mystery, namely, Christ as Head and Lord of the universe, ‘has been manifested in the flesh’  [1 Tim.3:16] …   The man, Jesus Christ, who dwelt among humanity – the one who as man worked with his hands, thought with a human mind, acted with a human will, loved with a human heart – he is truly the Word and the Son of God, who through the incarnation in a certain way joined himself with every human being.  [Gaudium et Spes:22]
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
Let us pray our final prayer with Mary,




“My soul magnifies the Lord,




and my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour,




for he looked with favour on the lowliness




of his servant.”   [Luke 1:46-48]

Before you begin …        GOOD and EVIL
Giving ( Lent / Easter

Curriculum Directory : Life in Christ


Introduction

Through the topic. ‘Good and Evil’, children will explore good experiences and bad experiences.   They deepen their understanding of the Easter mystery and learn we are all blessed and broken.   They learn about Lent, the time when the Church reflects and resolves to turn away from evil and choose good.

They discover that Jesus chose to do the Father’s will and that Good Friday, which seemed bad, led to Easter Sunday and a new creation.   In our own lives, we too can experience how brokenness and limitations can lead to new possibilities and how good can come out of the bad.   We, too, live the Easter mystery of life, death and resurrection and can discover God there.
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Search
We all experience in life, and within ourselves, the conflict between good and evil.


What examples of good and evil are you aware of in the world today?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation
The doctrine of original sin is one way in which Christians have tried to describe the conflict we experience between good and evil.   We are originally blessed by God and yet we are also broken, flawed.

Jesus experienced this conflict in his own life.   His passion, death and resurrection triumph over evil and lead us to understand that we too can find God in the struggles, darkness and possibilities of life.   To reflect on and wrestle with this conflict in their own lives, Christians take part in and celebrate the season of Lent.

For I do not do the good I want, but the evil that I do not want is what I do … For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  [Romans 7:19,22-23]

What does this scripture passage say to you about the conflict?


Lent calls us to turn away from sin.   What can we do to overcome temptation?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]


Response

Into the Classroom


In what ways do you help children to cope with failure?

As a staff, how do we cope with failure and how are we helped to see possibilities in our limitations?

How is the positive celebrated and highlighted in school?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
For prayer and reflection

Let us pray together:




Lord, by your cross and resurrection




you have set us free.




You are the saviour of the world.
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Before you Begin ……



MEALS
Relating ( Eucharist

Curriculum Directory : Celebration


Introduction
The focus for the Spring Term is INCARNATION and the fact that in Jesus all humanity is blessed and made holy.   The importance of relationship with Jesus and with one another is developed through the theme Relating ( Eucharist.

This term’s topic is Meals.   Children explore the significance of sharing food.   They learn about the Last Supper which Jesus shared with his friends, and the Eucharist, the special meal which celebrates the sacredness of all our meals and times of sharing and is a special meal of communion with Jesus, the Church and all of creation.


Search
Looking at the importance of ordinary meals in our lives can help us to understand the Eucharist better.   Meals nourish our bodies and keep us alive – but preparing and eating meals together also nourishes our relationships.   When we eat together we share more than food.   We share ourselves.


Can you remember a meal that was special for you?


What made it so special?

[Time to reflect and share your thoughts]


Revelation
As they came near to the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.   But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”   So he went in to stay with them.   When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and give it to them.   Then their eyes were opened, and they recognised him.  [Luke 24:28-30]
[image: image5.png]




What is the message for you in this passage of scripture?

All meals and times of sharing are moments of sharing the very life of God.   

Is there anything you can do to help you to remember this?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]
Response

Into the Classroom

How are relationships nourished in our school?

How can we build into each day a time for sharing and reflection?

Is there an opportunity to celebrate a special meal in school during this topic?

Can we go out together as a staff?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
For Prayer and Reflection

‘… the Eucharist is food and love … For indeed there is no life without food and no life worth living without love.   They are two fundamental requisites for you and me.   When Jesus said he wanted us to have life and have it more abundantly, then he must give us his love, and the love he gives is re-eminently through that sign of his love, the Eucharist.

[Perhaps you could end this time together with a simple blessing

or grace and share some food and drink together]
[image: image6.png]



