HERE I AM / CURRICULUM DIRECTORY

EASTER TERM 

CYCLE B

Primary Concepts – Search/Revelation/Response

Focus: Dignity <->Incarnation

Focus Question:  “Who am I?”
Introduction
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In tackling the central question of this term,  “Who am I?” we have as our focus the basic dignity of the human person and its connection to the Incarnation. Not only does that dignity come from the fact that we are created in God’s image and likeness (Gen. 1:27), but God also chose to share in our humanity by becoming one of us in God’s Son, Jesus, thus further enhancing that dignity. This dignity of every human person is the fundamental basis for our belief each life
       is unique and precious.  

This is something we are called upon to live out in every aspect of our life in school and outside of school.
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Whereas in the First Term the church theme began with basic experience of domestic church, that is the Family; the theme for this term widens the basis for that experience to the parish and diocese.
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This topic takes us right to the heart of the dignity of the human person when we think of people who are special to us and people who are, or have been, special to our local church community. Obviously “Special People” has all sorts of connotations in a secular context today when we think about the dignity of those challenged by different forms of disability. Making these connections is important, but we should not lose sight of the core Revelation section of this topic. The Before You Begin notes in the file (e.g. page180 in File Three) point out - “For Christians, Jesus is the special person, the Son of God.  Saints, too, are special people because they reflect something of Jesus in their lives.” 

With regard to liaison with home, perhaps parents might be asked to talk over, and remember in prayer, special people around the neighbourhood and in the parish. What better way to end this topic than a celebration on February 2nd – the day we mark Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple?   
CYCLE OF PRAYER: during Ordinary Time up to Lent, the Church asks us to prayer for these intentions: Peace on Earth, Christian Unity, the Sick & those who care for them, Students & Teachers, The Unemployed
Dates to Note:


January  10th
 
The Baptism of the Lord
January 17th 

Day of prayer for Peace

January 18th-25th 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

January 31st 

Day of prayer for Education


February 2nd                The Presentation of the Lord
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A more familiar term for the Eucharist for many people is “Holy Communion”. This describes the connections in this theme between human need for relating and what we celebrate and receive in the Eucharist. This Communion joins us with God and with one another.
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The idea that meals nourish not only our bodies – keeping them healthy, making us grow and develop – but also our relationships is key here. Obviously the connection with the meal is that the Eucharist is central to the Relate section of the work, so keeping a focus on the outcomes will be particularly important.

In these days of fast food and eating in front of the T.V., the notion of a shared meal eaten as a family is alien to many people. Perhaps a gentle request to parents to try to have a family meal together during this topic would be helpful. For those families where such meals are taken together regularly, perhaps they could be asked to make one of these a particularly special occasion with candles and prayers. Lent Fast Day is a suitable date to suggest a simple meal together, remembering those who have little or nothing to eat most of the time.
CYCLE OF PRAYER: during Lent, the Church asks us to prayer for these intentions: Candidates for the Sacraments, Women, the Needy & Hungry of the World, Penitents & Wanderers. 
Dates to Note:
February 14th 
Day of prayer for the Unemployed 

February 17th 
Ash Wednesday  
February 21st 
First Sunday of Lent     
February 26th 
Lent Fast Day

      

Once again, there is a clear connection between our theme and the three Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting and good works, but these should be directly related to the central “Giving” of this Season – Jesus giving of himself in his Death and Resurrection. It was because Jesus was a person of prayer and personal discipline (which is what the discipline of fasting is directed towards) that he was able to give himself entirely. Giving does not happen without these other elements in our own lives as well. If we are people who have no self-discipline or prayer, we are focussed solely on ourselves.


The conflict between good and evil is something we all experience, whatever our age. Here is the core experience to tap into with the pupils. With regard to Revelation we see Jesus triumphing over evil in his Death and Resurrection and gaining for us the ability to do the same, with his help. Setting people free to become all that God meant them to be is the great triumph over evil won by Jesus on the Cross. Identifying ourselves with that through the Lenten disciplines is our attempt, with God’s help, to overcome evil in our lives.  Please refer to the Traditional Language Resource ‘Sin / Evil’ in file.

Special Note

At Key Stage Two, some teaching is done through this topic on the doctrine of Original Sin. This is a much misunderstood doctrine in the Church where some people cannot get beyond the mythic story in Genesis 3 of Adam and Eve and the Serpent. With regard to the Scriptural background we should note that all the stories that follow, up to and including the story of the Tower of Babel, are stories of fall that give other aspects of human sinfulness.  Whereas eating the fruit in the garden violated an explicit command of God, Cain’s murder of Abel (ch. 4) was a violation of a fellow human being. One of Noah’s sons violated his father’s dignity (ch. 9), and people tried to violate God’s dignity in building the Tower to try to take over from God (ch. 11). Each of the stories gives a particular insight into the origins of evil and sinfulness and no single story, including the eating of the Forbidden Fruit, gives the whole story.

The main point of this doctrine is that we are all affected by human sinfulness. We are born into it and are influenced by it even before we are capable of personal sinfulness. Much more than this, however, is the fact that in Christ,, through his Death and Resurrection, in Baptism, this human sinfulness is not the last word. It can be overcome. Ultimately, it has been overcome in Christ.

Perhaps the best insights to this in the Scriptures are offered by St. Paul.  Firstly, he identifies the precise problem we all face when he writes, “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil that I do not want is what I do… For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.” (Romans 7: 19, 22-23) Then earlier, he writes about the contrast between Adam and Jesus. (Romans 5) This contrast is not one of equals in a battle between good and evil, far from it. It is a contrast between hugely unequal people and things. Jesus is far more important than Adam. Evil is not in conflict with good in such a way that the outcome of the battle is in any doubt. Jesus has triumphed over evil and death, and the outcome is in no doubt whatsoever.  The only doubt is over our participation in that triumph because of our own sinfulness. This is the central message of the text, and indeed an essential aspect of the doctrine of Original Sin.

Dates to Note:
March 1st 
St. David





5th 
Women’s World Day of Prayer





(14th 
Mothering Sunday)

March 17th 
St. Patrick

 19th
St. Joseph




 25th
The Annunciation of the Lord





 28th 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion



              April    1st  
Maundy (Holy) Thursday





 2nd 
Good Friday





 4th 
Easter Sunday 




(Please do not pre-empt the celebration of Easter during Lent)


Theme One:  Community <-> Local Church


C.D.  – Church 





TOPIC ONE : SPECIAL PEOPLE


(INSERT DATES)





Theme Two : Relating <-> Eucharist


C.D.  - Celebration 





TOPIC TWO : Meals


(INSERT DATES)








TOPIC THREE : GOOD AND EVIL


(INSERT DATES)





Theme Three :  Giving <-> Lent/Easter


C.D.  -  Life in Christ
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