HERE I AM 

AUTUMN TERM 2009
Primary Concepts – Search/Revelation/ Response

Focus: Life <->Creation

Focus Question: Where do I come from?

Introduction
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At the beginning of a new year it would be really useful for all teachers to remind themselves of the fundamental ideas behind this RE programme in the Autumn Term, and all it would take is to read four pages at the front of the file amongst the Teacher’s Information. Here on p.13 and entitled “Seeing a wholeness – And God said…” you will find the rationale behind the focus on Creation, and on pages 15, 16 and 17 you will find an outline of the three themes for the term. The notes that follow are not substitute for this basic reading!

The question that underlies the work of the term, “Where do I come from?” as well as the link between Life and Creation, goes to the heart of all human longing down through the ages for meaning and purpose in life.  The “great questions” of life have not been very popular in recent times, and yet the “living–for-the-moment-with-no-questions-asked” attitude of much of our modern culture is being shown up to be less than satisfying in the long term.  Our faith, and the RE programmes that help to pass on that faith to future generations, invites us to look at these great questions, and to search for answers to them that are ultimately satisfying.
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Starting from the most basic experience of the pupils in their family, this theme aims to emphasis the presence of God’s love in this basic unit of community. From this basis other forms of belonging become possible.
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At the beginning of a new year, probably with a new class, or at least with several new members in the class, this is an ideal opportunity to settle into the routine of the school year with a reminder that God is present in all that we do.  It would be important here not to give the impression of a “Big Brother” god who is always watching over our shoulder to pounce whenever we do something wrong.  The God who is present in everything we do is there to help, support and pick us up again when we fall. This same God is there in all that happens in our family life as well. Encouraging prayer time at home would be a useful link to home here.

Dates to Note:
Sept    4th
St. Cuthbert




 8th  Our Lady’s Birthday




21st 
St. Matthew





29th
Ss. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels

                             Oct      1st   St. Therese of the Child Jesus





  2nd  Guardian Angels
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Our second theme of the term builds on the links between Family and Domestic Church of our first theme.  It looks at the connections between our human need of attachment and the first two Sacraments of Initiation, in which God provides the basis for our true belonging with each other.

[image: image6.png]




There are all sorts of avenues to pursue with this topic, and an easy one for the children to get started with, but remember that we need to get beyond “nice” stories about being friends.  This is religious education time and the idea of friendship needs to be rooted in that of Jesus offering friendship to his disciples, and how that continues today with us through our Baptism and Confirmation.  Reminders of the children’s Baptism would be a good link to make with the home at this time.

There are also some very useful materials that will be sent to schools by Mission Together for this topic, including a liturgy.

Dates to Note:       Oct.
10th
St Paulinus





12th 
St Wilfrid




Nov.
  1st 
All Saints (Holyday of Obligation/Celebration)




  2nd 
All Souls



See separate planning sheets



The great act of God’s love in sending Jesus as a human person exactly like ourselves, forms the climax of our term’s work.  As the final theme connected with Creation it is the ultimate point of God’s involvement in the Creation that is loved and sustained and found by God “to be very good”.  It is so good, in fact, that God becomes so involved as to become one of us.


What more fundamental topic to the Season of Advent can there be than “Preparations”?  As we know only too well in our modern culture, preparations can be rushed over in the promised excitement of having and doing.  By now adverts for toys and Christmas goodies will have been dominating the TV screens for weeks – (and before you return in the New Year they will already be advertising Cadbury’s Crème Eggs!).  It is vitally important that we get across to the children the importance, and ultimate enjoyment and satisfaction of, proper preparations for things.

Both school and home can help greatly here by not overlooking the great Season of Advent and rushing too soon into Christmassy things.  Parental co-operation here is very important.  We are preparing for the great act of love in welcoming God’s Son among us, for an orgy of food and presents that begins of December 1st and ends 2.30p.m. on Christmas Day!  In the calendar of the Church, the Christmas Season continues until the Feast of the Baptism after we have returned to school in the New Year.


Dates to Note:
Nov.
22nd 
Christ the King 




29th 
First Sunday of Advent





30th 
St. Andrew




Dec.
  8th 
The Immaculate Conception of Mary





25th 
Christmas Day




Jan.     6th  The Epiphany

Theme One: Family <-> Domestic Church


C.D. - Church





TOPIC ONE: BEGINNINGS








Theme Two: Belonging <-> Baptism/Confirmation


C.D. - Celebration





TOPIC TWO: FRIENDS








OTHER FAITHS








Theme Three: Loving <-> Advent/Christmas


C.D. – Life in Christ





TOPIC THREE: PREPARATIONS
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