BEFORE YOU BEGIN                                          BEGINNINGS
Life - Creation

Where do I come from?

Family ( Domestic Church

Curriculum Directory : ‘Church’


Introduction
The focus for the Autumn term is God as the Creator, who calls and holds each one in being;  the giver of life and all gifts, and the source of all relationships.   This is unpacked through the theme Family- Domestic Church through the topic ‘Beginnings’.

Children will explore some ways in which beginnings and new beginnings are part of their lives and the lives of their families.   They learn about the God of beginnings, Creator of all things and each person. They will come to appreciate that God can be found in all new beginnings. They will also deepen their awareness that all life is God’s gift. This is the foundation for understanding the covenant relationship which God begins.


Search
Beginnings, and new beginnings, are part of everyone’s life.   We all grow through new beginnings, even difficult ones – as children grow, as new experiences happen.   In families all the members can love one another into being the people they are created to be.

Christians see family life, and the growth in life and love that ideally happens there, as a sharing of God’s work of creation.   All beginnings may become moments when Christians become aware of God’s presence and respond.
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Are there any recent ‘new beginnings’ that spring to mind?


What feelings do they evoke?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation
Jesus is God’s way of beginning:
In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God and the Word was God.   He was with God in the beginning.   Through him, all things came into being.      [John 1:1-2]

In what way is Jesus a ‘beginning’?


[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Response
For Prayer and Reflection

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

The Catechism of the Catholic Church names the family the ‘domestic Church’ where children may begin to understand the Church is  ‘nothing other than the family of God’ [1665].   It is here that children ‘can learn moral values, begin to honour God and make good use of freedom.   Family life is an initiation into life in a society.’ [2207]
Any discussion about ‘family’ needs to be handled with great sensitivity.   In ‘Here I Am’ the term ‘family’ is understood as the basic social unit, the people who live with you in your home.

What difficulties might arise when discussing the ‘family’ and how might they be overcome?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]
In families people exist who ‘in a variety of circumstances and to a greater or lesser degree, try to share their life and love, to relate to and feel responsible for each other’ (Jim Gallagher)

Parents help children to experience something of God mainly through

                                  ‘the witness of their lives, 

                                   a witness that is often without words’ (General Directory of                          

                                                                                                 Catechesis N 169).

In other words their love and their care for their children are, for the children, 

the first, and therefore a very profound, experience of the love and care of God.

Whenever children experience love, patience, acceptance, forgiveness, then they experience the love of God and gospel values. In all that we do with parents we need to help them 

to become aware of God’s presence in the midst of family life and to develop and heighten this awareness.

Is there anything we can do support families during this topic and help them to see God’s presence in their family life?

Into the Classroom


How can ‘new beginnings’ be celebrated with children in the classroom?


How does the school celebrate a new term or the arrival of new pupils?


Are there areas of the school’s life where new beginnings are needed?


Could we use the ‘Rainbows’ programme to help children cope with new                                    

            beginnings?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]

Let us pray together:



God of all Beginnings,



we give thanks for all your gifts;



for life and friends and the wonders of creation,



and especially for the gift of Jesus, your Son.



In all this your show us your love.



May we always find joy in you.



We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.



Amen.
BEFORE YOU BEGIN


               FRIENDS

Life  ( Creation

Where do I come from?

Belonging ( Baptism / Confirmation

Curriculum Directory : ‘Celebration’


Introduction
The second theme this term, Belonging - Baptism, is unpacked through the topic ‘Friends’.   Children will explore the joys and responsibilities of friendship and the human need to belong.   They will learn about the Sacrament of Baptism which celebrates our new creation in Christ and the beginnings of life in the Church, the family of Jesus. They will also come to appreciate that God is found in all true friendships and experiences of belonging.


Search
All friendship is a gift.   Friends enrich our lives.   Friendship is a celebration of what we have in common and also of the joy that there may be in differences.


What makes your friends ‘friends’?


What difference is there between a friend and an acquaintance?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
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Revelation
For Christians friendship is a sacrament of God’s love.   Jesus invited people to friendship with himself and with one another.

Jesus raises his followers to the dignity of friends:

I shall now longer call you servants, because a servant does not know the master’s business;  I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.   You did not choose me, no, I chose you:  and I commissioned you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will last;  so that the Father will give you anything you ask him in my name.   My command to you is to love one another.   [John 15:15-17]
Jesus is calling his followers to be his friends.   How do you think that made them feel?

What responsibilities and duties might this call bring?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

The Catechism reminds us that the first man and woman were not only created good, but were also established in friendship with their Creator and in a state of harmony with themselves and with the creation around them:  ‘in a state that would be surpassed only by the glory of the new creation in Christ.’   [374]   Christians respond to God’s call to friendship by celebrating the sacraments of initiation:  ‘Baptism which is the beginning of new life;  Confirmation which is its strengthening;  and the Eucharist which nourishes the disciples with Christ’s Body and Blood for his transformation in Christ.’   [1275]

Response
Into the classroom
How can we celebrate friendships in the classroom / school community?

Through this topic, how can we support those children who find it difficult to make friends?

How can we make this topic relevant to any children / staff who are not baptised?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?
[A time to share ideas with one another]
For Prayer and Reflection


Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter:



whoever finds one has found a treasure.



Faithful friends are beyond price;



no amount can balance their worth.



Faithful friends are life-saving medicine;



and those who fear the Lord will find them.



Those who fear the Lord direct their friendship aright,



for as they are, so are their neighbours also.   [Sirah 6:4-17]

Let us pray together:
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Creator God,



we thank you for our friends



and for the call to friendship



you offer us.



Keep us faithful to you and



keep us one in the fellowship of love.



We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.



Amen.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN




PREPARATIONS

Life ( Creation

Where do I come from?
Loving ( Advent / Christmas

Curriculum Directory : Life in Christ


Introduction
The third theme this term, Loving - Advent/Christmas, will be explored through the topic ‘Preparations’. This topic emphasises the eternal love with which God prepared for the coming of Jesus and the new life he would bring. Children discover Mary’s part in God’s preparations and how the Church prepares during Advent for the celebration of Christ’s coming. The children are also helped to discover that God is to be found in our preparations.


Search
Preparations are part of the fabric of life:  preparing meals, getting ready for school, planning a family celebration, organising our work or studies.   Paradoxically, it is often because we have taken the trouble to plan things, that we are open and ready for the gratuitous gifts of life – that first meeting with a friend or spouse, the ideas which change our lives, those grace-filled moments which are pure gift.

Can you think of an occasion or event which was enhanced by the way you prepared for it?

[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Revelation
Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas.   It focuses on Jesus Christ’s coming in history as a man and encourages believers to prepare for Christ who comes to us each day in our own lives  and who will come in a special way at the end of time.

In the Old Testament the prophets spoke of God’s salvation coming to all humanity.   Luke tells of the birth of John the Baptist.   John’s father Zechariah greets his birth with a prayer of praise which is used daily by the Church:
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Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited his people, he has set them free;

And you, little child, you shall be called

Prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the Lord

to prepare a way for him.   [Luke 1:67-68, 76-79]
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

The Catechism affirms the special place of Mary in God’s preparations:  ‘In the fullness of time the Holy Spirit completes in Mary all the preparations for Christ’s coming among the People of God.   By the action of the Holy Spirit in her, the Father gives the world Emmanuel, ‘God-with-us’.’   [744]
How do you prepare for Christmas through the season of Advent?
Have you ever experienced Jesus as a ‘God-with-us’?
[Pause for reflection and sharing]

Response
Into the classroom

How can we, as a staff, work to make the preparations for Christmas enjoyable and positive experiences?

In what ways are the preparations for Christmas important?

How do we express the Advent themes of waiting, listening, expecting and rejoicing in our classes, in the school and with parents?

What are your ideas for a central focal display for the whole school [hall, entrance area, etc.]?

[A time to share ideas with one another]
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For prayer and reflection



Your Word is near.



You wait for us until we are open to you.



We wait for your word to make us receptive.



Attune us to your voice, to your silence,



speak and bring your Son to us –



Jesus, the word of your peace.



Your word is near, O Lord our God,



your grace is near.



Come to us, then, with mildness and power.



Do not let us be deaf to you,



but make us receptive and open to Jesus Christ



your Son, who will come to look for us and save



us today and every day for ever and ever.   

[Huub Oosterhuis, Your Word is Near, Newman Press]
Let us pray together:

Loving God, may nothing hinder us from receiving Christ with joy.   Open our hearts in welcome.   Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy, so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory.   We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.   Amen.
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