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You may like to make a focal point of a Bible opened at Isaiah 40:3-5,9-11, and the Advent wreath with its first candle lit. Some suitable music to play as you gather together would be ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord’ from Godspell.
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Listen to these verses

from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah gave the people

worlds of hope as they

waited for their Saviour

who would come, not as 

a powerful tyrant but 

as a loving shepherd.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah (40:3-5, 9-11)

A voice cries out,

‘Prepare in the wilderness a road
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for the Lord!

Clear the way in the desert for

our God! 

Fill ever valley;

level every mountain.

The hills will become a plain,

and the rough country will be

made smooth.

Then the glory of the Lord will

be revealed, and all mankind

will see it.

The Lord himself has promised

this.’…

Jerusalem, go up on a high mountain

and proclaim the good news!

Call out with a loud voice, Zion;

announce the good news!

Speak out and do not be afraid

tell the towns of Judah

that their God is coming!

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Each year, the Church celebrates
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the season of Advent to give

some time to all who look 

forward to the coming of Jesus

at Christmas to think carefully 

about the kind of Kingdom they 

are preparing.
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Take a few moments to think 

about the ways in which you 

prepare personally for the 

coming of Jesus.

You may like to share some

thoughts about how you prepare

together for the approaching

feast – waiting, listening, 

expecting and rejoicing.

Let us pray together:

God of power and mercy, open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy, so that we may share in his wisdom and become one with him when he comes to glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

(Opening prayer:  2nd Sunday of Advent)

