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You may like to make a focal point

of a Bible opened at 

Colossians 3:12-17, 

something nice to share 

- a cake or some biscuits, 

a rose, if possible, 

and a nightlight for each 

person joining in the prayer.

As we gather together, let’s each light a nightlight as a symbol of the light of friendship that each of us brings into the group.
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Let us listen to this passage from 







Saint Paul’s letter to the Colossians.







Paul wanted to encourage the people







to remember the implications of







Jesus’ teaching in the lives of 

believers.  As you listen to it remember that we are called to God

to live a life filled with love for each other.

A reading from the letter of 

Saint Paul to the Colossians (3:12-17)

You are the people of God; he loved
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you and chose you for his own. So then,

you must clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness

and patience. Be tolerant with one another

and forgive one another whenever any 

of you has a complaint against someone else.

You must forgive one another just as the Lord

has forgiven you. And to all these qualities add

love, which binds all things together in perfect

unity. The peace that Christ gives is to guide

you in the decisions you make; for it is to this

peace that God has called you together in 

the one body. And be thankful. Christ’s message 

in all its richness must live in your hearts. Teach

and instruct each other with all wisdom. Sing 

psalms, hymns and sacred songs; sing to God

with thanksgiving in your hearts. Everything 

you do or say, then, should be done in the name

of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks through 

him to God the Father.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

This extract from Paul’s letter to the people at Colossae must have given them great encouragement and affirmation.

Take a few moments to think about the ways in which we affirm each other, personally and professionally.

Resolve to try to ‘clothe yourself’ with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Ask God to help you when you find this difficult.


Let us pray together:

Almighty and eternal God, you keep together those you have united. Look kindly on all who follow Jesus your Son. We are all consecrated to you by our common Baptism; make us one in the fellowship of love.

(Prayer for various occasions: For Unity of Christians, Weekday Missal)

