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Act of Worship

PREPARATIONS

Key Stage 1
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                                 Focus point: Advent wreath 

                                                     Advent calendar

                                                     decorations made by the children (include an angel)

                                                     bible (opened at Luke 2: 1-7) 

                                                     “decoration – shaped” prayer card on ribbon / thread      

Leader: As we all know, when we want anything to be done properly, at home – or in school - we have to   

             prepare well. 

             We need to prepare ourselves, the things that we need and the place we are going to use.

(Taking angel from display)

The appearance of an angel was really the beginning of our preparations for Christmas. 

              Ask children to recall who the angel appeared to – and why .  

And since the time that Advent began, we have been preparing for Christmas with our Advent Calendar. Let’s sing a hymn to remind us of what we’re getting ready for. 

Opening hymn: “Christmas on the way” – Rejoice 1 (55)

As we light the first candle on our Advent Wreath, let’s think about all the preparations that Mary and Joseph had to make before Jesus was born. In many ways they were just like the things that your Mummy and Daddy had to do before you were born. 

They had to get clothes for the baby to wear – and Mary probably made many of them by herself – because there were no shops selling baby clothes in those days.

They had to have somewhere for the baby to sleep – and as Joseph was the village carpenter, and made things from wood – he would have made the baby a cradle. They both might have made the baby a toy: Mary something soft, so he didn’t hurt himself when he was little; while Joseph might have made him wooden toys – for when he was older. 

Everything would have been ready at home, waiting for that precious baby to arrive – but things didn’t happen in the way that everyone expected.  
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                          Reader: As we light the second candle we’re going to hear the story now of what did   

                                       happen to Mary, Joseph and their baby, so many years ago; and remind  

                                       ourselves of why that is still so important to us today.  This was written down  

by a man called Saint Luke ,a follower of Jesus. He had never met Jesus himself, but he asked the people who had known him about all they could remember, and then wrote it down carefully, so that nothing would be forgotten.
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                                            The Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, wanted to know how many people      

                                             were in his empire. So he asked everyone to go back to the place where  

                                             their families came from, to sign their names in a big register.

                                             Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem, because that’s where Joseph’s 

                                             family came from. Mary was going to have a baby soon. 

                                             While they were in Bethlehem, Mary’s baby was born. She had a little boy. 

                                             She wrapped him in swaddling clothes then she put him in a manger – 

                                             because that was the warmest and safest place for him to be. There was 

                                             no room in any house for Mary and Joseph to go with their baby, so they 

                                             stayed in the place where the animals were kept.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.         
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                              Leader: As we light the third candle, I would like you all to think about all the 

                                            preparations that are taking place in your house at the moment, as your 

                                            family get ready to celebrate Jesus’ birthday at Christmas. Think of 

                                            buying and wrapping presents, writing cards, shopping for special food,  

                                            putting up trees and decorations.

                                            Now close your eyes and think of that stable where Jesus was born  

                                            without any of these things that make Christmas so special for us all. 

                                            Imagine that you have heard about this baby being born in a stable and you 

                                            are going to go along and see if it’s true. How would you prepare for a visit 

                                            to this new-born baby? ……………What might you take with you? …………      

                                            How would you feel?  

Speak to Jesus in your heart and tell him how you will remember the day that he was born. Tell him how all the preparations that you are making now are to celebrate his birthday and thank him for the great gift he has given us – the gift of his love.

As we light the fourth candle, I want you to promise that you will make a little prayer card in the shape of a decoration – perhaps something like this – and hang it on your Christmas tree at home. On it draw a picture or write a prayer to Jesus / letting him how you will prepare for his birthday.

                       Leader: Now, as we watch the candles on the Advent Wreath glow in preparation for

                                    the time when we celebrate Jesus’ birthday, let’s sing together -

                                   “Soon it will be time”  - Rejoice 1 (56) – before we leave quietly thinking of  

                                   the new preparations  we will be making for the great day.         
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                                   Focal point:    Advent Wreath

                                                         Jesse Tree – with symbols of Jesus’ ancestors 

                                                          Advent Calendar

                                                          Christmas decorations, inc. St Nicholas figure

                                                          Angel figure

                                                          Bible – opened at Luke 1:26 –55

Leader: (Lighting first Advent candle)
             As we light this first Advent Candle, let us remember that Advent is a time of preparation for the great feast of Christmas. 

For almost the last two thousand years the people who follow Christ’s teachings have prepared to celebrate the birthday of Jesus for the four weeks leading up to Christmas. Just as Christmas is celebrated in many different ways in different places of the world, so too has Advent many traditions which have developed over time. Among these are some that we can see here: the Advent Wreath, with a candle to be lit on the four weeks before Christmas – and the final candle lit on Christmas day; the Jesse Tree – with symbols of Jesus’ ancestors and quotes from Scripture that tell us of the promised coming of the Saviour; the Advent Calendar, with doors to open on each day in December.

But long before Jesus was born, people were preparing for his coming. We remember this when we see the angel, the messenger who came to Mary and asked her to be the Mother of Jesus.

To remind us of the time when Mary’s preparations began, let us sing together:

Opening hymn: “The Magnificat” or “Holy Virgin, by God’s decree”

(Alternatively say together the simpler form of the Magnificat – “Here I Am” 3 –p174-175)           

Leader: (Lighting the second Advent candle). Even just before Jesus began his teaching, there was one who prepared the way for the coming of the Messiah. He was known as “John the Baptist”.


                               Reader: This is a reading based on the gospel of Saint John 1: 29-34. The events 

                               took place, just as they had been foretold by the Prophet Isaiah, who told  

                               everyone that God would send a special messenger to announce the coming of the      

                              Messiah.

The next day, John the Baptist saw Jesus coming along, and he pointed him out to the people as the Promised One - the one who had come from God to save us – the one about whom he had said, ”One will come after me, but he is greater than I. Even I did not realise who he was in the beginning. When I baptised him with water, I knew he was filled with the Holy Spirit. He is the Son of God. Those he baptises will also be filled with the Spirit”. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.

Leader:(Lighting the third Advent candle) .But long before the time that Mary was visited by the angel, or John the Baptist was announcing the coming of the Messiah, God’s messengers, the prophets, and the ancestors of Jesus, were preparing the people for the great day when the Messiah would arrive.

Reader 1: 

One day

          the world will live in peace, for God will settle our disputes

          and we shall beat our swords to ploughs and turn our spears to pruning hooks;

          for nation will no longer fight with nation, and will learn no more 

          the cruel strategies of war,

          but everyone will live secure and free from fear – one day. 

Reader 2:

                                               
 One day

           the earth will be renewed, and harmony will reign among all living things;

and wolf and lamb, leopard and goat shall live in peace,

while children play and meet no harm from deadly snake or roaring lion;

for none shall hurt and none destroy in all the land

and as the waters fill the sea, 

so shall the knowledge of the Lord our God fill all the earth  - one day

Reader 3:

One day

all those who live and work like slaves shall be set free,

debts cancelled, land restored,

in that great triumph of the Lord, the year of Jubilee,

when there’s an end to death and grief and pain,

when every tear is wiped away – one day.                                                            
Reader 4:

Let us then play our part, by getting ready for that day                                                                                                                            with all our hearts – 

today.

                                       Leader: (Lighting the fourth Advent Candle). As we make our preparations for 

                                       Christmas, let us join our voices in prayer together, as we promise to try to 

                                       make this world more like the place God hoped it would be by now.

                                       The response is; “Help us to do better, Lord”.

Reader: In making peace with all those we know.    Response: Help us to do better, Lord.

Reader: In looking after this world you have given us.   Response: Help us to do better, Lord.

Reader: In helping to undo the injustices and making this a fairer place for your people to live.

Response: Help us to do better, Lord.

Reader: In finding the courage to live our lives well. Response: Help us to do better, Lord.
                                Leader: Before we leave, let us close our eyes and visualise the wonderful world   

                                              God wanted us to live in. As we do so, let us make a promise to God to

                                              prepare for Christmas by focusing on one of the areas where we can 

                                              try harder to carry out his wishes.

Final hymn: “Getting ready” –Rejoice 2 –(58). 
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