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Act of Worship

“Signs and Symbols”

Foundation / Key Stage1

[image: image2.png]\ove i





                        Focus point: Will be built up in the course of the liturgy
                                            White cloth to cover the table
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                                            Bowl (and jug) of water   

                                            Tall white candle (to be lighted)

                                            Baptismal candle

                                            White shawl (or cloth)

                                            Container of oil

                                            Baby doll    

(Other appropriate signs and symbols will be brought in by children).

Leader: Welcome to our celebration for our topic on “Signs and Symbols”.

              Let’s begin with our opening hymn, which tells us of some of the signs of the 

              changing seasons which appear through the year, and which can be felt 

              through our different senses. “Signs and Seasons” – Rejoice 1 (35)

Leader: All around us are many signs and symbols, some of which are written in 

              words, and some in pictures. Let’s just remind ourselves of some of those 

              which we see and hear most often.

Signs and symbols can be displayed and explained by children - or can be flashed on to an IWB as pictures or video clips and listened to on speakers.  

Leader: All of these signs and symbols have their own special meanings, which 

             (hopefully) everyone recognises. Not understanding some of them could 

             be very dangerous – so we need to learn very quickly what they mean. (An 

             example such as a “Red Man” from a Pelican crossing could be shown).

Leader: But today we are going to pay special attention to some particularly 

             important signs – signs of “Welcome”. How would we give someone a sign that          

             they are welcome? We could say so, or write the word down. (Children from 

             other nationalities or cultures could extend a greeting in their own language). 

             Or we might smile at them… Or shake their hand……. Pat their shoulder….. 

             Or if we know them well, or they are pert of our family, we could give them a 

             hug or a kiss.

(These “Welcome” signs could be shown on a screen, or demonstrated by children).

Leader: But how do we show someone that they have been welcomed into God’s 

            family? In our Christian Church we do that through the special Sign of 

            Welcome of the Sacrament of Baptism. On our table let’s lay out some of the 

            special symbols that we use when the people of the Church’s family welcome a 

            new arrival in the celebration of Baptism. The new arrival is usually a baby, 

            but not always. Adults can also choose to become a member of our Church 

            family and they are then also baptised.

(These can be carried in by children and placed on the table, and the meaning of the symbols explained by the children, or by the leader).     

Leader: Now let’s begin, as a Baptism always does, by lighting the large candle.

Using the text - taken from “Here I Am“(N&R or 1) or “Church Story 2” -  the Baptism can be dramatised, or projected – using the relevant pictures from the Church Story 2 files on the CD-ROM. 
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                  Reader: During the Baptism service, the parents, godparents and            

                                        friends of the child are asked to listen to the readings and 

                                        reply to the prayers, because the baby can’t do it for itself. 

                                        Now we shall do the same, as we say the special prayer that Jesus gave to his friends. In which we thank God for all the lovely things he has given us, and ask him for all the special things we need.

All:  “Our Father ………”   
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               Leader: Every Baptism is a special celebration of welcome into God’s 

                                   family, especially to those people who are followers of Jesus.   

                                    If we had been attending a real Baptism, we would no doubt have been having a party, or a special meal to celebrate this great day. Since we have been joining in today, just as the real friends and family would have done, we too will enjoy a special treat. As you leave, you will be given something nice to eat (a sweet or small bun) to remember this happy event. Now let’s finish, as the Baptism would have done, by making the Sign of the Cross, then we will sing our last hymn,

 “Signs of Jesus” – Rejoice 1 (36) or (“When I was a little baby” or ”On the day I was baptised” on the Baptismal Resources page (307) in HIA 1.) 
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Act of Worship
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“Signs and Symbols”

Key Stage 2.


               Focal point:   Table covered with white cloth.

                                           Large white candle

                                           Bowl of water       

                                           Baptismal candle

                                           Container of oil

                                           Examples of some everyday and religious signs and 

                                           symbols. (These could be real or projected).

· Pictures from the “Church’s Story”3 files on the CD-ROM which show the symbols and actions of the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation would be an excellent means of illustrating these themes.

Leader: Welcome to our celebration for the topic “Signs and Symbols”. But before 

we find out the difference between these, let’s join together in our first hymn; “Light and Salt” – Rejoice 2 (37) or other hymn on a similar theme.

Leader: Just what is the difference between “Signs” and “Symbols”? (This can be              asked directly of two, or more, children who can give the answers and show some

examples. Alternatively the examples can be projected.)

Leader: A sign tells us something that we need to know; while a symbol has a deeper meaning, of something which is important. Some things can even be both – for instance a team scarf, which is a sign to others of which team you support, while to the wearer it symbolises their commitment to the team, and the importance it has for them.

Let’s think of some other examples. (Show a variety of both, e.g. traffic signs and examples from around school, as well as school and club badges, a heart, a broken heart, etc., and ask children to identify the groupings. You could display using a Venn diagram format).

Reader: These signs and symbols are things that we can see all around us, but we can also have actions and words which are symbolic, like shaking hands to show that we friends, or giving someone close a hug or a kiss to show that we love them.

Reader: In our school there are also another set of symbols which are connected with our beliefs as Christians. These are things like the statues, crucifixes, and the Sign of the Cross that we make when we are going to pray. Our Christian faith has many other symbols and symbolic actions which we use at special times and hold special meaning for us. (Use the symbols on the focus table or the pictures from “God’s Story”3 to illustrate this point –and explain their use and significance – see HIA 3 and 4).

Reader: These symbols are used during the reception of the sacraments, but we are supposed to carry with us forever the affects that they have made on us. That is because we are the anointed ones among God’s people, blessed and strengthened by the holy oil of chrism, with which we are blessed in Baptism, and again when we are older, in Confirmation.  

                      Reader: Let’s listen to what Jesus has to say about how we should be                        

                      recognised as having received these special blessings and strengths 

                      which are the affects that the sacraments have upon us.                 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew 5:14 –15.

Jesus said, “You are like a light for the whole world. Everyone can see a city, which is built on top of a hill. You cannot hide it. 

No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a bucket. The lamp is put where it can shine all around for everyone in the house. Your light must shine brightly for everyone. When people see the good things you do, they will give praise to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.


                   Leader: Let’s think quietly about what Jesus said. He is telling us 

                            that we can show we are Christians by always being a good example 

                            to others; by standing out from the crowd by the way that we always choose to do the right thing. Believers in other faiths are also asked to do the same thing. Think about ways that we can do this…………  

Leader: Now we shall call upon the Holy Spirit to help us to have the strength and courage to do these things - to behave like the “Anointed Ones”. Open our hands (palms upturned) and our hearts to his power, then let us all sing together “Spirit of the Living God”, paying special attention to the words. ALL SING.

Leader: For our final prayer, let us join together to say the prayer given to us by Jesus himself, as the perfect way of thanking God, and of asking for our everyday needs, “Our Father…..”

            Leader: Before we leave, let’s think again about the promise we made for 

                                our good behaviour to stand out as an example to others, as we 

                                sing our final hymn: “Signs of God” – Rejoice 2 (38) or 

                      “This Little Light of Mine”.    
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