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Act of Worship

“Memories”

Key Stage 1 
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                      Focal Point:  Table covered with cloth

                                                      Candle

To be brought forward during the introduction:  Photographs of holidays, celebrations

                                                                            Teddy (or other baby toy)    

                                                                             Picture / statue of the Last Supper

                                                                             Bread and wine

Leader: Welcome to our celebration about “Memories”. Let’s begin with a hymn to remind us of the memories which are special to us. “Things to remember” Rejoice 1 (42).

Leader: The words of our opening hymn reminded us of the kinds of things that we have special memories about. Now we will see some of the ways in which we try to keep those memories alive. 

(Invite a child to bring forward a teddy, and place it on the focus table).

Think about a special toy that you might have received when you were very young.

 What memories does it have for you? Who gave it to you? Why is it so special?     

(Invite children to come forward with photographs)

Some of our memories are recalled by photographs – of special people – maybe our family or friends. Or they might be about special events – for instance a wedding or a holiday. Think about the memories some of your photographs bring into your mind.

And sometimes we have reminders of other people’s memories – things we have heard so much about that they almost seem like our own memories. One of these is the Last Supper that Jesus had with his friends, which is commemorated in this picture / statue. 
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                  Reader: Let’s listen to a reading of the Gospel of Saint Luke, which tells us         

                                        of the memories that some of Jesus’ best friends had of the last  

                                        meal they shared together.  

Join me in celebrating the re-telling of this special memory and let us sing together “Alleluia”

(any version well - known to the children).

The friends of Jesus had many special memories of him. Perhaps their most special memory of all was their memory of the last meal they shared together before he died. Jesus liked to be with his friends. He liked to spend time with them and eat and drink with them. That night they were having a special meal, a meal at which all the Jewish people remembered how good God was to them. Jesus made this meal important in a new way for his friends. This is the memory of the meal that Luke tells.

At the meal, Jesus took some bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to his friends to eat. He said to them, “Take and eat. This is me giving myself to you in a very special way.” Then he took a cup of wine. He blessed it and gave it to his friends to drink. He said to them, “Take this and drink it. I share with you my life and happiness”. Then he said, “Do this to remember me.”

Ever since then, the friends of Jesus do what he asked them to do when they gather together for Mass. They offer bread and wine in the special way that he gave them to remember him. He asked his friends to tell everyone to remember that he died because he loved them.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
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                             Leader: (Invite children to bring forward the bread and wine to place on 

                                          the focus table).

Leader: As we see the bread and wine being put with the things which we use to capture and hold our memories for us, let’s close our eyes and think about the memory which Jesus’ friends shared with us.

 Imagine that you are there in the room with Jesus and his friends. You are sitting on the floor beside them as they eat their celebration meal. You see Jesus lift the bread, bless it and share it out. You see him bless the wine in his cup and share it with his friends. You hear and remember his words, “Do this to remember me.” Every time you hear these words try to remember what it felt like to be there.

Leader: Now let’s thank God for all the wonderful memories which he has given us.
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Reader: The response is, “We thank you, God.”

Reader: For the people we keep in our memories. 

       All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For all the happy times we remember. 

       All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the things which help us to remember.

       All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the chance to remember Jesus through the memories of his friends. 

       All: We thank you, God.

Reader: For the bread and wine we can share together.

       All: We thank you, God.
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             Leader: Let’s sing together the words of our final hymn, in which we 

                   remember Jesus; and afterwards, as we quietly leave, think of our own special  

                   memories and thank God for them too.
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All sing: “Jesus with us”. Rejoice 1 (37).  


Act of Worship

“Memories”

Key Stage 2

                       

                            Focus:  Table covered with cloth

                             As focus table is decorated play “Memory” (or similar music).                         

                         Ask children to come forward and place on the table the following objects.

Teddy and photographs of people and events.

(Alternatively, pictures of these could be projected on a screen)

Leader: As our table is set with things which help us to bring to mind the memorable people and events in our lives, recall the memories which are special to you, and the reasons why they are treasured.

Leader: Now as the sources of many of our memories are set out in front of us, let’s sing together “Memory Store” Rejoice 2 (43).

Leader: Now we are going to finish decorating our table with some other objects which also help us to recall special people and events.

Children reverently bring forward the following, and place them on the table: 

Crucifix 

Bread and wine 

Two lighted candles

Bible

Last Supper picture (could be projected)
The things which we see here now help us to share in the memories of the friends of Jesus who were present at the great events of his life. Although we were not present when these things happened, their written memories, which were collected in the Bible, help us to feel as if we know these things so well, that we might almost have been there.

Reader: These are the memories of Jesus’ friends, written down by St. Luke.

When the day on which the Passover was celebrated came round, Jesus said to Peter and John, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover supper.

They asked him, “Where do you want us to do this?”

Jesus answered, “Go into the city. There you will meet a man, carrying a jug of water. Follow him to the house which he enters, and say to the owner of the house, “The Master told us to ask, ‘Where is the room for me to eat the Passover meal with my disciples?”  He will show you a large room upstairs. Get everything ready up there.”  

They set off into the city, and everything happened as Jesus said that it would. They then prepared the Passover meal.

When the time came, Jesus took his place at table with the apostles. He said, “I have looked forward to sharing this meal with you before the time I must suffer.”

During the meal he took some bread, blessed it and gave thanks to God, then broke it and shared it among his apostles, saying, “This is my body, given for you. Do this in memory of me.”

Then after the meal, he took his cup of wine, gave thanks to God and then gave it to them, saying, “This is my life blood, poured out for you.” The cup was passed round, and they all drank from it in turn.”

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God 

   

                             Leader: As we look at these symbols of the Last Supper, and remember 

                             the sacrifice that Jesus made for all of us, think again about the memories of the apostles, which were so vivid, that we can recall them today, as if they had happened to us. Close your eyes, (or look at the picture) and imagine that you are seated in that room with Jesus and the apostles. Feel their surprise at how Jesus has changed the actions, which are usually carried out in the Passover meal, and his mention of the suffering he will shortly experience. Imagine what you might have said to each other as the meal finished, and how you were able to recall every action in detail after his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension into heaven. Think of how you will share these memories with those who will ask you about them in the future. (Play quiet music and allow time for reflection).

Reader: Now let us join together in prayer as we thank Jesus for the gifts he gave us to keep our memory of him alive.

The response is “We give you our thanks.”

Reader: For the Mass, where we can relive your Last Supper. 

    All: We give you our thanks.

Reader: For the bread and wine, in which we can share your body and blood.

    All: We give you our thanks.

Reader: For the sacrifice of your life on the cross. 

    All: We give you our thanks.

Reader: For all those who shared the memories of your life with them.

    All: We give you our thanks.

Leader: As our closing prayer we shall repeat together: (Can be repeated or displayed).

We will always hold in our hearts these memories passed on to us by your friends and try to pass them on to those who follow us.


Leader: Let us sing our final hymn:

              “We remember” Rejoice 2 (44)

              (or other appropriate hymn known by children)      
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