 ACT OF WORSHIP 
“CHANGE” 
Key Stage One 
Focal Point: Candle 

Flowers (some in bud, some in full bloom) 

Pictures of changing life cycles (eg human, animal, mini beast!) 

Pictures/masks of faces showing different feelings eg sad, happy 

God’s Story 2 Luke 5:27-31 
Gathering Together
Leader: 
One of the amazing things about our world is that everything changes… sometimes quickly… sometimes very, very slowly… but God is always there at the heart of it all. So we shall light the candles to remind us that God is always with us and we can quietly think about some of the changes that have happened to us (a pause for some time for quiet reflection)… some changes we’re happy about… other changes are not so good… look at the different faces in the pictures/masks! Sometimes our mood changes when we’re sad at 

first then a friend cheers us up and we’re happy again. Can you point out any other expressions? Are there times when our faces look mean, angry, sulky, scary etc… would it be better to change our mood, make everyone feel happier again? 
{Perhaps the children could sing a song from REJOICE 1:5 “Whose face is in the mirror?”} 
The Word of God

Leader: Now we’re going to listen to a story about a man who changed his life when    


he met Jesus. He even changed his name! 

Reader 1: The reading is from the Good News according to Luke. 

Levi was a tax collector. Tax collectors were not liked by the people. As well as taking taxes for the Romans, they would take extra money from the people and keep it for 

themselves. The only friends Levi had were other tax collectors who also cheated the people. 

Reader 2: One day, Jesus was passing by and he saw Levi sitting in his office. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” Levi got up, left everything and followed Jesus. He gave a big feast in his house for Jesus. He invited his friends – the other tax collectors. He also invited some other people who weren’t usually invited to dinner. Respectable people wouldn’t have anything to do with them because they were outcasts. 

Some important people complained to Jesus’ friends. 

Reader 3: “Why does Jesus eat with people like this?” they asked. 

Reader 2: Jesus answered them, “I am here for the people who need me.” 

Reader 1: Levi became one of the twelve friends of Jesus. His name was changed to Matthew. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.
Response to the Word

Leader: Think quietly about Luke’s story… do you think Levi was a happy man before he 
met Jesus? Close your eyes and picture Levi’s face at the party!… Jesus said he was there for everyone who needed him. Perhaps you can thank Jesus now, in your own heart, for being there when you need him whether you’re happy or sad. 
Final Prayer “Thank you, Jesus” 
1. Thank you, Jesus 

I’m so pleased 

You even bless me 

When I’ve sneezed. 

2. Thank you, Jesus 

I’m so happy 

You even love me 

When I’m snappy. 

3. Thank you, Jesus 

I’m so grateful 

You even like me 

When I’m hateful. 

4. Thank you, Jesus 

I’m so glad 

You even help me 

When I’m bad. {“Thank you, Jesus” Fr. Pat Sayles SSC) 

Going Forth

Leader: Let’s sing a song about following Jesus eg Rejoice 1:47 v1 or 
Rejoice 1:48 “With all my heart”
