 Act of Worship 
GOOD and EVIL 
Key Stage 2 
“Which is it?”
Gathering 

 Focal Point: Purple cloth 

Together 



Crucifix 

Large candle (white) or a bowl with purple and white
Floating candles. 

Bible opened at Luke 4:1-8 

3 parcels (two wrapped decoratively, the other one very plainly) 

Any work offered by children for the topic
Leader: Good morning everyone… we’re setting aside some time for our own serious thinking. Perhaps the colour purple (touching the cloth on the display) helps us to feel that the season of Lent is a time for “serious” thinking! 

(Ask some children to open the parcels – first the decorative ones, lastly the plain one)… what do you see? Inside the first two… nothing much… the third (or last) something very special! Don’t we often judge by appearances… we may even choose our friends that way? It’s not always easy to decide. 
{Perhaps the children could sing REJOICE 2:68 v.1 here or another appropriate song}
The Word 
of God

Leader: Now we can listen to a story about Jesus Christ when he had to make a difficult choice. This reading is taken from St. Luke’s Gospel. 
Reader 1: ‘Jesus went away from the Jordan River, his heart filled with God’s Spirit. 
             And God led him out onto the lonely moorlands. 
       He was there many a long day. He was being tested. He had to think things 
       out; what did God want him to do? All this time he had nothing to eat and in 
       the end he was very hungry indeed. 

Reader 2: Jesus imagined himself to be in three different places… at one time (he 
            imagined) he was on top of a very high mountain. Voice: 

I will give you all the power of these great countries and their royal splendour. It is all mine… mine to give to anybody I want to. It can all be yours… on one condition… you must take me for your King – not God. 

Jesus: The Bible says: 

God himself must be your King; 

you must be his servant and his servant only. [image: image1.emf]
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Response to

the Word

Leader: When this time of testing was over… Jesus left that place… but in his life he faced many tests. Quietly now, think about the story… which words struck you?… was it hard for Jesus to make the right decision? Do we find it easier sometimes to go along with what others want even when we think it’s wrong? Perhaps we can pray now thanking God for loving us for what we are, helping us to make our decisions. 
Child 1: For the strength Jesus showed in always putting God the Father first. 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

Child 2: For the way God looks into our hearts and loves us. 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

Child 3: For the way Jesus gave his life for us and then brought us new life. 

All: Thank you, Lord. 

{Children could add their own prayers about their own difficult decisions}
Going




God our Father, 
Forth 




you call each of us by name 

and you know 

the innermost thoughts 

that we keep to ourselves.
Stay with us, day by day, 

In good times and in bad. 

Fill us with the power of your Spirit – 

that we may grow in character 

and develop a true sense of values 

and ideas through following Jesus 

your Son and our Brother. 

Amen. 
{Nicholas Hutchinson FSC “Praying each day of the year”} 

{This can be adapted to suit your class of children} 

Perhaps we can finish by singing the other verses of “Which is it?” REJOICE 2:68 or
“Servant King” Graham Kendrick – Celebration Hymnal.

