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Teachers need to plan to cover AT 1 strand (iii) and AT 2 strand (i) through (the above or) other topics during the academic year so a judgement on a particular level can be made over five strands. In the first place, class teachers must plan their RE lessons indicating the attainment target and strand they are working within during a topic. This will demonstrate that within each topic there are opportunities to work within more than one strand. It will also help teachers make judgements about attainment over five strands rather than three. If the class teacher knows the attainment target and strand s/he is working within the driver words are a useful tool for they can be used to model/frame activities undertaken by the children in the course of everyday teaching and learning. Giving opportunities for pupils to recognise and talk about, to retell and ask & respond, to give reasons and make links, to understand liturgies and to make links between religious sources, beliefs and events is to incorporate the levels and driver words into planning in a meaningful and productive way. Approached in this way, the teacher’s judgement about a particular child’s level in AT 1 strand (iii) and AT 2 strand (i) can be formative because it is taken from a range of work produced by that child over a period of time. 
AT 1 strand (iii) – social and moral practices and way of life – can be used as a focus for the liturgical year where the emphasis is often what Catholics and other Christians do during these special seasons of the Church’s year. AT 1 (iii) also incorporates teaching and learning about how religious practice and belief structures the day-to-day living of the believer and influences their decision-making. 
AT 2 strand (i) – engagement with own and others’ beliefs and values – can be a focus of the first three ‘R’s – recognise, reflect, respect - in any topic. In the first three ‘R’s of ‘Here I Am’ teachers are using the children’s experience, beliefs and values as a foundation for the religious content of the Relate section. AT 2 (i) is about allowing children to reflect on their own beliefs and values about a particular subject matter so that they can begin to see how beliefs affect how they and other people behave. There are opportunities to bring both AT 1 (iii) and AT 2 (i) together when teaching about the liturgical year: learning about what Catholics and other Christians do during a liturgical season can also lend itself to a personal response from the children indicating what they do and why. For more information about the sort of teaching and learning that can take place within AT 1 (iii) and AT 2 (i) see ‘Curriculum RE Snapshots’. 
