THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THELIFE

YEAR SIX

6.1 The Kingdom of God

About this topic

In this topic the children will be introduced to the concept of the Kingdom of God. They will explore the concept of the Kingdom of God through some of the parables and miracles of Jesus and ways in which people respond to Jesus’ invitation to belong to his Kingdom.
Where this topic fits in
This topic builds on work throughout the programme on the life and teaching of Jesus and the sacraments. In particular, it builds on work in Year 4 during the topic ‘Jesus, the Teacher’ and on work in Year 3 during the topic ‘Called to Change’. 

Prior learning
It would be useful if the children had knowledge of some of the parables and miracles of Jesus and knowledge of the seven sacraments.

Key Scripture
Mark 1: 14-15 (Jesus begins to preach)

  John 8: 1-11 (The adulterous woman)
Parables: 





  Luke 23: 43 (Jesus forgives a thief)
Mark 4: 30-32 (Mustard Seed)


  Luke 23:34 (Jesus prays on the cross)
Luke 13: 21 (Yeast)




  Miracles:
Matthew 13: 44-46 (Treasure & Pearl)

  John 2: 1-12 (Wedding at Cana)
Luke 14: 15-24 (Invited guests who made excuses)
  John 6: 1-14 (Miracle of the loaves)
Luke 15: 4-6 (The lost sheep)



  John 9: 1-7 (Cure of the man born blind)
Luke 15: 11-32 (The lost son)



  Mark 4: 35-41 (Calming of the storm)
Matthew 25: 14-23 (The talents)


  Mark 2: 1-12 (The paralysed man)

Matthew 21: 28-31 (The two sons)


  Luke 7: 11-16 (The widow of Nain)







  Luke 7: 1-10 (The centurion’s servant)








  Luke 8: 49-56 (Jairus’ daughter)








  John 11: 1-44 (Resurrection of Lazarus)

Key Words

Kingdom of God, kingship, rule, parables, miracles, values, invitation, everyone, forgive, ‘Our Father’, sacrament, Baptism, commitment, compassion, nature, disease, death
Optional links to ‘Here I Am’
Route C, HIA 4, ‘Freedom & Responsibility’, pp. 330-38

Route D, HIA 4, ‘Building Bridges’, pp. 431-40

Links to God’s Story

God’s Story 3, pp. 85, 89, 102-04, 107-08, 121, 

Key Learning Outcomes

• reflect on what the Kingdom of God is like

• know some of the parables of the Kingdom

• understand some of the parables of the Kingdom

• reflect on the importance of responding to the invitation to the Kingdom

• know that everyone is called to enter the Kingdom and reflect on our response

• reflect on the words and deeds necessary to show commitment to the Kingdom

•know there are three kinds of miracle
• know that Jesus’ miracles reflected the beginning of the Kingdom and show us what God is like 
