THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR FIVE

5.4 Reconciliation
About this topic

In this topic the children will learn that God heals our friendship with him and others through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Where this topic fits in
This topic builds on work in Year 3 during the topic 3.3 ‘Called to Change’ It continues the theme of Holy Week which is taught throughout the programme.
Prior learning
It would be useful if the children reflected on their choices and the consequences of their actions.
Key Scripture
Luke 15: 11-32 (The parable of the lost son)
Matthew 18: 22 (Peter’s question about forgiveness)

Key Words

Choices, consequences, sin, parable, forgiveness, reconciliation, repent, sacrament, examining, conscience, confession, penance, sorrow, act of sorrow (contrition), absolution
Optional links to ‘Here I Am’
Route A, HIA 4, ‘Choices’, pp. 125-134
Route B, HIA 4, ‘Change’, pp. 227-236
Route D, HIA 4, ‘Building Bridges’, pp. 431-440

Links to God’s Story, Church’s Story

God’s Story 3, pp. 102-03, 112-27
Church’s Story 3, 100-111
Key Learning Outcomes
• reflect on what strengthens our friendship with God and with others and what damages it

• reflect on times we have shown or been shown love and forgiveness
• know that sin is a failure to love
• know that when we sin we hurt ourselves and others and damage our relationship with God
• know that God heals our friendship with him through the Sacrament of Reconciliation
• know how we can prepare to receive this sacrament
• know what happens during the Sacrament of Reconciliation
• know that this sacrament enables us to change our behaviour
• have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation
• perform the Stations of the Cross
