THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR FOUR

4.6 Belonging to the Church
About this topic

In this topic the children will learn what it means to belong to the Church community. They will explore the nature of community, the importance of identity and commitment, and relate this to the Sacrament of Baptism and the Creed. 
Where this topic fits in
This topic builds on previous work in Year Two and Three on the Church in the topic 2.6 ‘Birth of the Church’ and 3.6 ‘Being a Christian’. 
Prior learning

It would be helpful if the children have some knowledge of belonging to different communities as well as the Church.
Key Scripture
Acts 4: 32-35 (The first Christian community)
Key Words

Belong, community, family, clubs, school, identity, commitment, challenges, rules, Church, Jesus, Son of God, Mass, Holy Communion, Pope, Peter, Bishop, diocese, parishes, people, churches, priest, Baptism, water, oil of chrism, candle, promises, white garment, believe, belief, Creed, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, celebrates, Church’s Year, seasons, Ordinary Time, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, colours, vestments
Links to ‘God’s Story’, ‘Church’s Story’
God’s Story 3, p. 134
Church’s Story 2, pp. 6-49, 53-79 
Church’s Story 3, pp. 24-29, 38-43, 50-67, 84-119
Key Learning Outcomes
• know that you belong to a community
• know that there are different types of community
• know what it means to belong to the community of the Church
• know that we join the Church when we are baptised
• know that the Creed states what Christians believe

• know about the important celebrations in the Church

