THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR FOUR

4.2 Trust in God

About this topic

In this topic the children will learn Jesus’ teaching on the importance of trusting in him. They will explore the importance of trusting in God as well as the difficulties it brings through the stories of Zechariah, Mary and Joseph.

Where this topic fits in
This topic builds on previous work in Year Three in the topic 3.2 ‘Mary our Mother’, as well as work on the Nativity in Key Stage 1. It continues the theme of ‘trusting in God’ which features in 4.1 ‘The Bible’. 

Prior learning

It would be helpful if children had experience of trusting others and had reflected on the importance of trusting and making promises. It would also be helpful if children knew that Zechariah was the father of John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin. 

Key Scripture
John 14: 1 (trust in God)

Luke 1: 5-25 (The annunciation of John the Baptist to Zechariah)

Luke 1: 26-38 (The annunciation)

Luke 1: 39-56 (The visitation and Magnificat)

Matthew 1: 18-25 (The virginal conception of Christ)
Matthew 2: 13-18 (The flight into Egypt)

Key Words

Faith, trust, saints, Temple, Zechariah, John the Baptist, Angel Gabriel, promises, Mary, grace, handmaid, Joseph, conceived, Holy Spirit, King Herod, Son of God, Bethlehem, saviour, nativity.
Optional links to ‘Here I Am’

Route A: ‘Birthdays’ see HIA 3, pp. 70-76 

Route B: ‘Preparations’ see HIA 3, pp. 170-78

Route C: ‘Gifts’ see HIA 3, pp. 274-80

Route D: ‘Visitors’ see HIA 3, pp. 374-80

Links to ‘God’s Story’

God’s Story 2, pp. 54-61

God’s Story 3, pp. 70-74, 75-77

Key Learning Outcomes
• know Jesus’ teaching on the importance of trusting in him

• know that it is not always easy to trust in God
• reflect on times we have found it difficult to trust

• know the story of Zechariah

• know the promise God made to Mary at the annunciation

• be familiar with the Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise and trust in God

• know how Joseph put his trust in God when the angel appeared to him
• reflect on how Mary and Joseph placed all their trust in God
• reflect on the importance of keeping promises

• make own Advent promises

• know that God fulfilled his promise to Mary when Jesus, the Son of God was born

• experience a celebration of the Nativity.
