THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR THREE

3.5 Celebrating Easter and Pentecost
About this topic

This topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of Easter and Pentecost through the Story of Emmaus and through Acts 2: 1-13 (Pentecost). The children will reflect on the celebration of new life and on the signs and symbols of the Easter season. They will reflect on the importance of belief through the story of ‘Doubting Thomas’. They will learn about the symbols and fruits of the Holy Spirit and reflect on how the Holy Spirit helps them to live their lives. 
Where this topic fits in

This topic builds on previous learning in Year 1 during the topic 1.5 ‘Resurrection’ and Year Two during the topic 2.5 ‘Eastertide’. It builds on work about Holy Week in the Spring Term.
Prior learning

It would be helpful if children have an awareness of the resurrection appearances of Jesus and of the importance of the Holy Spirit.
Key Scripture
Luke 24: 13-35 (The Story of Emmaus)
John 20: 24-29 (Doubting Thomas)
Acts 2: 1-13 (Pentecost)
Key Words

Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday, Paschal Candle, feast, rose from the dead, Bible, Resurrection, celebrate, new life, spring, Jesus, empty tomb, appear, Emmaus, doubt, Thomas, presence, hope, peace, Holy Spirit, fruits, gifts, symbols
Optional links to ‘Here I Am’
Route C: ‘Energy’ see HIA 3, pp. 317-26
Links to ‘God’s Story’, Church’s Story

God’s Story 2, pp. 80-81, 84-85
God’s Story 3, pp. 27, 128-29 (On the road to Emmaus)
Church’s Story 2, pp. 74-79
Key Learning Outcomes
• know that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead on Easter Sunday
• know the stories of the appearance of Jesus on the road to Emmaus and to Thomas
• know that because Jesus rose from the dead, so too will we
• know the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
• understand how the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost changed the disciples
• reflect on times when we need the power of the Holy Spirit
• celebrate a Pentecost liturgy
