THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR THREE

3.2 Mary our Mother

About this topic

This topic is designed to help the children reflect on the role of Mary. The children will develop their understanding of Advent as a time of preparation for the birth of Jesus and are encouraged to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.

Where this topic fits in

This topic builds on previous learning in Year Two during the topic 2.2 ‘Mysteries’ and in Year One during the topic 1.2 Mary, Mother of God.

Prior learning

Children should have knowledge of the story of the Annunciation and some experience of the customs and symbols of Advent.

Key Scripture

Luke 1: 26-38 (The Annunciation)

Luke 1: 39-45 (The Visitation)

Luke 2: 1-20 (The birth of Jesus and the visit of the shepherds)

Matthew 2: 1-12 (The visit of the Magi)

Key Words

Annunciation, Angel Gabriel, Mary, Elizabeth, Saint, Mother, Hail Mary, Blessed, Grace, statue, feast, saviour, Advent Wreath, Crib, Bethlehem, Shepherds, stable, Wise Men, worship, swaddling clothes

Optional links to ‘Here I Am’

Route A: ‘Birthdays’ see HIA 3, pp. 70-76 
Route B: ‘Preparations’ see HIA 3, pp. 170-78

Route C: ‘Gifts’ see HIA 3, pp. 274-80

Route D: ‘Visitors’ see HIA 3, pp. 374-80

Links to ‘God’s Story’, Church’s Story

God’s Story 2, pp. 54-61

God’s Story 3, pp. 71-72, 74-77

Church’s Story 2, pp. 54-63

Church’s Story 3, pp. 86-95

Key Learning Outcomes
• Know that God called Mary to be the Mother of Jesus

• Know how Mary responded to God’s call

• Know the ‘Hail Mary’ and begin to understand it

• Reflect on Mary’s role as our Mother, how she shows her love for us and how we  

  can show our love for her

• Know that Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas

• Identify ways we can prepare for the birth of Jesus during Advent

• Experience an Advent liturgy

• Understand that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Son of God

• Know the stories of the shepherds’ and wise men’s visit to see the baby Jesus and that they knew he was the Son of God.

