THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE
YEAR THREE

3.1 The Christian Family

About this topic

This topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism. Through the topic children explore what it means to belong to a family and the Christian family. 

Where this topic fits in

This topic builds on previous learning in Year One during the topic 1.3 ‘Families & Celebrations’ which helped the children reflect on what it means to belong to a family. It builds on the importance of the Holy Spirit in the Year Two topics 2.2 ‘Mysteries’ and 2.6 ‘The Church is Born’.
Prior learning

Children will know about special celebrations in the family and in Church.

Key Scripture
Isaiah 49: 16 ‘I have written your name on the palms of my hands.’
Mark 2: 1-12 (Jesus heals the paralysed man)

See the Scripture referred to in the Teacher Book pp. 10-15

Key Words

Belong, Christian, Family, Church, Parish, Priest, celebrate, Baptised, Prophet, Christian name, sign of the cross, baptismal font, anointed, godparents, baptismal promises, child of God, water, white garment, baptismal candle, Paschal Candle, oil, Our Father, Holy Spirit, Sacrament

Optional links to ‘Here I Am’
Route A: ‘Invitations’ see HIA 3, pp. 62-64

Route B: ‘Friends’ see HIA 3, pp. 162-66

Route C: ‘Initiation’ see HIA 3, pp. 264-68

Route D: ‘Signs & Symbols’ see HIA 3, pp. 364-67

Links to ‘God’s Story’, ‘Church’s Story’

God’s Story 2, pp. 72-73
Church’s Story 2, pp. 5-37
Church’s Story 3, pp. 12-15; 24-25; 36-43

Key Learning Outcomes

• Reflect on what it means to be a part of a family
• Understand that the Church is the family of God

• Reflect on what it means to be part of the Christian family

• Know that we join this family when we receive the Sacrament of Baptism

• Know what happens at a Baptism

• Know the signs used in Baptism and why they are used

• Know the promises made by parents and godparents at Baptism

• Know that Baptism is a sacrament

• Experience a liturgical celebration
