THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR TWO

2.2 Mysteries

About this topic

This topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the term ‘mystery’ and of the Christian understanding of God as ‘Trinity’. The topic goes on to outline the story of Jesus’ birth and the role played by the Father and the Holy Spirit through the characters of Mary and Joseph.

Where the topic fits in
This topic builds on previous learning in Year One during the topic 1.1 ‘God’s Great Plan’ which encouraged the children to wonder about creation. It builds on 1.2 Mary, Mother of God which introduced the story of the Annunciation. Finally, it builds on the topic 1.3 ‘Families and Celebrations’ which introduced the children to God our Father in heaven. 

Prior learning
Children have learned the sign of the cross and about its use in the sacrament of Baptism. They have heard the story of Jesus’ birth and Mary’s role in it. 

Key Scripture

Luke 1: 26-31, 38 (The Annunciation)

Matthew 1: 18-25 (The virginal conception of Christ)

Luke 2: 1-20 (The birth of Jesus and the visit of the shepherds)

Matthew 2: 1-12 (The visit of the wise men)

Key words

Mystery, Trinity, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, glory, adore, praise, heavens, Advent, manger, angel, engaged, Christmas Carol, saviour, gold, frankincense, myrrh, 

Optional Links to ‘Here I Am’

Route A: ‘Birthdays’ see HIA 2, pp. 62-63

Route B: ‘Preparations’ see HIA 2, pp. 128-29 and link with Teacher Book 2, p. 19

Route C: ‘Gifts’ see HIA 2, pp. 194-95

Route D: ‘Visitors’ see HIA 2, pp. 260-61 and link with Teacher Book 2, p. 20

Links to ‘God’s Story’
God’s Story 1, pp. 24-27

God’s Story 2, pp. 54-55, 58-60

Key Learning Outcomes
• Know that there are mysteries

• Reflect on mysteries

• Reflect on heaven and what it is like

• Reflect on the mystery of the Trinity

• Know that there are three persons in one God

• Know that we can think about God in different ways

• Know that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit

• Know the story of the Annunciation to Mary

• Know the role Joseph played in the story of Jesus’ birth

• Know the story of the birth of Jesus and the visit of the shepherds

• Reflect on God’s choice of Mary and Joseph

• Know the story of the visit of the wise men

• Understand that Jesus is God’s gift to the world

