THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR ONE

1.3 Families and Celebrations

About the topic
This topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of what it means to belong to the family called the Church. There are opportunities at this point to explore the celebration of Baptism. It introduces the topic by exploring what it means to belong to a family and the school community. The topic also gives opportunities for the children to know that God is our Father in heaven and about special celebrations that take place in Church. The children will learn about the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and that the title ‘Jesus, light of the world’ comes from this story.
Where the topic fits in
This topic builds on previous learning in the Foundation Stage from the topic F2 ‘God’s Family’ and F6 ‘Church’.
Prior learning

It is helpful if the children have an understanding of what makes a celebration and some prior knowledge of celebrations in Church.
Key Scripture
Luke 2: 22-38 (Jesus is presented in the Temple)
Key words

Celebration, family, school, community, God’s family, Church, belong, baptism, sign, symbol, water, oil, white garment, light, candle, god parents, priest, Father, heaven, brother, sister, Jesus, light of the world, the Mass, a wedding, Temple, Simeon, Anna, king, gift, Sunday.

Optional Links to ‘Here I Am’
Route D: ‘Homes & Families’ see HIA 1, pp. 245-250

   ‘Signs & Symbols’ see HIA 1 pp. 254-256



   ‘Celebrations’ see HIA 1 pp. 267-272
Links to God’s Story & Church’s Story
God’s Story 1, pp. 19-20, 22-23
God’s Story 2, p. 62
Church’s Story 1, pp. 4-11, 12-13, 14-15, 18-19, 24-29
Key Learning Outcomes
• Reflect on what it means to be a member of a family
• Understand what it means to belong to the Church family
• Know that God is our Father in heaven and think about why it is important
• Hear how Jesus’ family took him to the Temple and think about why this was a 

   special occasion
• Know about some of the celebrations in the Church and why we celebrate these occasions

