THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE

YEAR ONE

1.2 Mary, Mother of God

About the topic
This topic is designed to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of Mary and her role in God’s sending of his Son, Jesus. It introduces the children to the stories of the Nativity of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel which are told from Mary’s point of view. The topic also gives opportunities for the children to learn about the liturgical seasons of Advent and Christmas and their respective rituals, signs and symbols.
Where the topic fits in
This topic builds on previous learning in the Foundation Stage from the topic F2 ‘God’s Family’. 

Prior learning

They have learned that God sent his only son Jesus as his greatest gift to us. They will have some knowledge of the Advent wreath and some knowledge of the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Key Scripture
Luke 1: 26-38 (the Annunciation)

Luke 1: 39-56 (the Visitation)

Luke 2: 1-20 (the Birth of Jesus)

Key words

Mary, Angel, Gabriel, messenger, Elizabeth, good news, ‘Hail Mary’, Advent, wreath, Bethlehem, Christmas, shepherds, heaven

Optional Links to ‘Here I Am’
Route A: ‘Birthdays’ Matthew 2: 1-2, 9-12 see HIA 1, p. 312 & pp. 62-64

Route B: ‘Preparations’ see HIA 1, pp. 128-130

Route C: ‘Gifts’ see HIA 1, pp. 194-196

Route D: ‘Visitors’ see HIA 1, pp. 260-262

Links to God’s Story
God’s Story 1, pp. 24-27

God’s Story 2, pp. 54-59
Key Learning Outcomes
• Know that God sent the Angel Gabriel to ask Mary to be the Mother of Jesus
• Know that angels are messengers from God

• Recognise some of the ways Christians and others prepare for the birth of Jesus

• Know the name of the liturgical season Advent & Christmas

• Recognise some signs and symbols of Advent and Christmas, e.g. wreath, nativity, 
  tree, cards, candles, colour purple. 

• Knowledge of the story of the Annunciation

• Knowledge of the story of the Birth of Jesus

• Recognise some details of the Visitation and visit of the shepherds

• Know that Catholics call Mary ‘our mother’ and reflect on ways Mary looks after us
