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Key Question:                          What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?_________ 



Topic: Birthdays                                          Level:  One                               Year Group:_One       __________________________________



Suggested Assessment Opportunities                       AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:- AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:   ____________



AT2(i): Engagement with their own and other people’s beliefs and values – Talk about their own experiences and feelings 
· Groups: Investigate and record how other people’s birthdays are celebrated within the group.

· Interview family members, teachers, friends, people of different ages to find out “When is your birthday?” & “How is it celebrated ?”

· Talk / write about / draw their favourite birthday celebration. 

· In a “speech bubble” write about how celebrating their birthday makes them feel

AT1(ii) : Celebration and ritual – Recognise some religious signs and symbols and use some religious words and phrases

· Introduce the Advent Wreath. Explain the symbols. Ask children to recall their meanings

· Draw / download pictures of the Advent wreath and say / label what the symbols are

· Encourage children to join in the prayers for Advent as part of the daily Advent liturgy

· Use an Advent Calendar to help children recognise the time of waiting – of “counting down” the days to Christmas

AT1(iii): Social and moral practices and way of life - Recognise that people, because of their religion, act in a particular way 
· Using illustrations from “God’s Story”1 & 2  and “Church’s Story” 1&2 help children to see the diverse ways in which we celebrate the birthday of Jesus (This will help any non-Christians unfamiliar with the practices)

· Write / draw some of these ways which they have experienced

AT1(i) : Beliefs, teachings and sources – Recognise some religious stories
· Read the story of Christmas part by part, asking the children to recall what happened in the previous stages

· Role-play the scenes from the Christmas story using a narrator and volunteers

· Create a zig-zag book re-telling the events of Christmas

· Provide appropriate clothes / baby / manger  / props for shepherds, kings, etc in the play corner

· Provide modelling clay / finger puppets / “child friendly” crib figures for children to dramatise the Christmas story  

AT2(ii) : Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Say what they wonder about
· Encourage discussion about angels; believing God’s word; following the star, etc
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Key Question:                          What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?________ 



Topic:  Birthdays                                         Level: Two                                Year Group:__Two____________________________________



Suggested Assessment Opportunities                       AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:- AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:-____





AT2(i):_ Engagement with own and others’ beliefs and values – Ask and respond to questions about their own & others’ experiences & feelings

· In pairs – talk / write about Gran’s feelings about her experiences at the birthday party

· Give out cards with characters’ names and ask children to role-play their actions and feelings preparing for /at the party

· Talk about / dramatise the feelings experienced by Mary or Elizabeth when they heard their good news. “Snapshot” events to find out what their feelings are at these special times.

AT1(ii): Celebration and ritual – Use religious words and phrases to describe some religious actions and symbols 
· Draw / download picture of an Advent wreath and write about its symbolism

LA: Write / say what we do with the Advent wreath

AT1(i) : Beliefs, teachings and sources – Retell some special stories about religious events and people 

· Draw /download “Annunciation”  picture and  write about the angel’s visit to Mary and her reaction.

· In pairs, re-enact the conversation that might have taken place between Mary and Elizabeth

· Act / mime /dance Gabriel’s visit to Mary; Mary’s visit to Elizabeth; the “Magnificat”.

· Draw / label / write about the scenes before and after the birth of Jesus in a “Christmas Book” (could be group activity with specific scenes allocated) 

· Groups: dramatise a scene from the events leading up to and after the birth of Jesus (allocate scenes according to ability).

AT1(iii) : Social and moral practices and way of life – Describe some ways in which religion is lived out by believers

· After hearing / reading the readings from Isaiah and St. Paul, talk / write about how we should live if we follow the example of Jesus

AT(ii) ; Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Ask questions about they and others wonder about and realise that some of these questions are difficult to answer.
· How did Mary know the messenger was an angel?

· What did the angels look like?

· Where did the Wise Men come from? 
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Key Question:                          What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?_________


 

Topic: Birthdays                                          Level:  Three                               Year Group:_Three_/ Four____________________________



Suggested Assessment Opportunities                   AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:-      AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:_____________



AT2(i) : Engagement with own & others’ beliefs & values – Make links to show how feelings & beliefs affect their behaviour & that of others

· Discuss and explain why Mary agreed to answer God’s request and become the mother of Jesus.

· Explain why we still celebrate the birthday of Jesus today.

AT1(ii) :  Celebration and ritual – Use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols
· Draw / download pictures of an Advent wreath or calendar and explain the symbolism

· Group activity ; Devise a short liturgy for the lighting of the candles / opening the doors of the Advent wreath / calendar

AT1(i): Beliefs, teachings and sources – Make links between religious stories and beliefs

· Explain why the birth of John the Baptist / celebration of his birthday by the church shows that he is special
· Using a concept map identify the characteristics of the shepherds and the Wise Men.

· Explain what Luke’s story of the shepherds and Matthew’s story of the Wise Men tells us about the people God wanted to know about the birth of his son, Jesus.

· Find illustrations from the internet, Christmas cards, etc that show Luke’s or Matthew’s version of the Nativity.

· Draw their own Christmas card showing Luke’s or Matthew’s re-telling.

· Use readings from Isaiah to pick out ways in which Jesus fulfilled these prophecies.

AT2(i) : Engagement with own and others’ beliefs and values – Make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others

· Groups: In Isaiah’s text the people made themselves ready for the day when Jesus would be born. Discuss / list ways in which people today can prepare to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.
AT1(iii) : Social and moral practices and way of life – Give reasons for certain actions by believers 

· Discuss / explain why we celebrate the birthday of Jesus by giving gifts to others. Why is Christmas a special time for charity?
AT2(ii) : Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Compare own and others’ ideas about questions that are difficult to answer 
· Why did God choose Mary, a poor young peasant girl, to be the mother of Jesus?

· Why did God allow Jesus to be born in a stable?

· Why did God send an angel to ask Mary to be the mother of his son?  
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Key Question:                          What must I do in this topic to enable pupils to achieve this level, and demonstrate understanding?_________ 



Topic: Birthdays                                          Level:  Four                               Year Group:_Five  / Six______________________________




Suggested Assessment Opportunities                       AT1: Knowledge and Understanding of:- AT2: Reflection on Meaning of:    ___________ 



AT2(i) : Engagement with own and others’ beliefs and values – Show how own and others decisions are informed by beliefs and values
· Write in first person about Colin’s feelings about attending the birthday party
· Groups: produce Concept Maps then discuss/dramatise scenes with the family and at the party, if Colin had refused to go 

· Produce Concept Maps (could be IT activity) to indicate reasons for celebrating birthdays

· Make comparisons between the way we celebrate our own and Jesus’ birthdays

AT1(i) : Beliefs, teachings and sources – Describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences; making links between them 
· Discuss / record reasons why people still celebrate Jesus birthday today.
· Give cards with characters names /descriptions / photographs and dramatise studio discussion / street interviews with characters giving and explaining their reasons for celebrating Jesus’ birthday (or not)

· Groups: Examine texts from Isaiah and pick out words and phrases telling what the Messiah will be like and where he will be from. 

Differentiation: Groups can use simplified texts from Copymaster A and B or can find in Bible

· Compose music and dance to demonstrate the change in people’s attitude once they have heard the words of Isaiah.
· Read the texts relating to the birth of Jesus. and record the clues in the texts which tell you that Jesus is the Messiah – (God-with-us). Differentiation as above.

· Choose one of the characters from the Nativity texts and retell the Christmas story from his or her viewpoint.

 AT1(iii) : Social and moral practices and way of life – Show understanding of how religious belief shapes life
· Explain why as Christians we give “Birthday gifts” to others to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

· Discuss / explain why Christmas is seen as a time for showing charity to others. (Could be linked to literacy by showing / reading “A Christmas Carol”)

AT2(ii) : Engagement with questions of meaning and purpose – Engage with and respond to questions of life in the light of religious teaching
· Can we prove that Jesus really was the Messiah?

· Why do people who never participate in any other Church activities still celebrate Christmas?

· Has Christmas become too commercialised at the expense of its religious roots?  









