BIRTHDAYS

REMEMBER REJOICE RENEW
EARLY YEARS
	Remember:

Each one’s name is special;

God who knows everyone by name
	Using the display  children may be able to contribute to the following questions  by use of  discussion, role play, drama, art, cue cards etc.
· What a birthday is
· Ways of celebrating birthdays
· Advent is a time of waiting for Jesus’ birthday
· The ways Advent is celebrated

· Retell the Christmas story


	REJOICE
	Celebrate:  ‘I am called by name’

	Plan 
	Decide from all the children have remembered what will be included, share some refreshment at the end
Each pupil has a card with their name on it that they have decorated



	
	THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY A SAMPLE 



	GATHER
	· Children help build up the prayer focus 
· Welcome

· Teacher lights the candle(s) of the advent wreath
· Sing a carol which is relevant to the story to be read

· Picture of the Nativity from God’s Story 1 on the IWB



	WORD ~ LISTEN
	· To one of the  stories of Jesus’ birthday  page 312 – 313 
· As the story is being told  put figures in  the crib

	RESPONSE 
	· Enact a simple Nativity play


	GOING FORTH
	Sing a carol that tells the story of Christmas that was read



	RENEW
	

	The teacher helps each child to make an individual response hold on to and make  their own, what they have understood of their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

	Apply their learning. 

	· What shall I do while I wait for something important to happen?

	Some sample ideas


	· Go to the home corner to get ready for a birthday

	Teacher evaluation: is on
going and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include  assessment for learning
	


YEAR ONE                            BIRTHDAYS
	Remember

Everyone has a birthday; people like to celebrate birthdays; Advent is a time of waiting;

Christmas celebrates the birthday of Jesus
	Using the display  children may be able to contribute to the following questions  by use of  discussion, role play, drama, art, cue cards etc.
· Recognise that people like to celebrate birthdays

· Describe Advent as a time of special waiting to celebrate the birthday of Jesus at Christmas

· Recognise some of the ways that Advent is celebrated

· Retell the some of the Christmas stories


	Rejoice
	Celebrate: Birthdays every year

	Plan 
	Decide from all the children have remembered what will be included, share some refreshment at the end, have simple birthday cake with Happy Birthday Jesus



	
	THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY A SAMPLE 



	GATHER
	· Children help build up the prayer focus, you might include birthday cards 
· Welcome

· Teacher lights the candle(s) of the advent wreath 
· Sing a carol which is relevant to the story to be read

· Picture of the Nativity from God’s Story 2 page 58-59 on the IWB



	WORD ~ LISTEN
Use of appropriate pictures from Church’s  Story 
	Use one of the Christmas stories God’s Story 2 pages 58-60 or pages 311-312 in the folder.
Ask the children what think about particular characters in the story, how they reacted, how they might have felt



	RESPONSE 
	 Re enact the story [could use part of the Nativity play they may have been involved in]


	GO FORTH
	· Use a prayer  that you have used during the topic, or a verse from a carol say prayerfully e.g. what can I give him poor as I am….

· Sing Happy Birthday to Jesus, share some party food



	RENEW
	

	The teacher helps each child to make an individual response hold on to and make their own, what they have understood of their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

	Apply their learning. 

	How can I make someone else’s birthday special?



	Some sample ideas 


	· Make birthday card for someone who is going to have a birthday soon 

· Think about what they can do to make to help make someone’s birthday a really happy day.

· Together build a  mind map of good birthday ideas for making it a happy day, perhaps some of those ideas could be used by the children at Christmas

	Teacher evaluation: is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include  assessment for learning
	


YEAR TWO                                        BIRTHDAYS
	Remember
· That birthdays are important days;

· That people wait and long for them;

· That Christmas is Jesus’ birthday;

· That during Advent people long for Christmas 


	Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection.  Using the display  children may be able to contribute to the following pointers  in a variety of ways:  e.g. discussion, mind mapping, what I know now I didn’t know before, etc
· Describe the feelings associated with waiting for a birthday
· Recognise Advent a  period of four  week longing for Christmas the birthday of Jesus 

· Recognise and explain  waiting and longing in the Christmas stories 

· Describe how the Advent  tradition help people prepare for Christmas
· Make links between Isaiah’s promise and the birth of Jesus


	Rejoice
	Celebrate: Birthdays are important 

	Plan 
	Decide from all the children have remembered what will be included, share some refreshment including  a birthday cake for Jesus at the end.
Have an empty crib with figures ready to be put inside.


	
	THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY A SAMPLE 

	GATHER
	· Children help build up the prayer focus, 
· Welcome

· Teacher lights the candle(s) 
· Sing a carol which is relevant to the story to be read

· Picture of the Nativity from God’s Story 2 page 58-59 on the IWB



	WORD ~ LISTEN

Use of appropriate pictures from Church’s  Story 
	Use one of the Christmas stories God’s Story 2 pages 58-60 or pages 312-313 in the folder.
As the story is being read children place the figures into the crib



	RESPONSE 
	Use a prayer from page 311 such as:
Dear Jesus, when we come to the crib on Christmas morning, may we love you as Mary loved you, serve you as Joseph served you and come to you as the shepherds and wise men came to you with gifts. Amen.


	GOING FORTH
	Finish with a carol appropriate to the story used
Share the birthday cake and singing happy birthday Jesus



	RENEW
	

	The teacher helps each child to make an individual response hold on to and make  their own, what they have understood of their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

	Apply their learning. 

	‘How can I show someone that their birthday is important to me?’

	Some sample ideas 


	· Think about what I would like to happen on my birthday, then  choose close to you and think about what they would like to make their birthday special

· Describe how that could happen

	Teacher evaluation: is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include  assessment for learning
	


LEVEL 3 YEARS 3/4 
Birthdays
	Remember

That some birthdays are specially prepared for and celebrated;

That Advent is a season for preparing for Christmas;

That Christmas celebrates the birthday of Jesus.


	Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection.

Children may be able to contribute to the following pointers in a variety of ways activities, such as talk partners mind mapping, what I know now that I didn’t know before etc.

· Why birthdays are special
· Why some birthdays are extra special
· Make links between some of the Advent and Christmas stories and Christmas traditions.


	REJOICE


	Celebrate; ‘Preparing for and celebrating very special birthdays’.

	Plan 
	Decide from all the pupils have remembered what will be included, share some refreshment at the end

Beforehand split class into 3 groups to mime the 3 passages of scripture


	
	THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY A SAMPLE 



	GATHER
	Instead of a focus for worship ensure the room you are using is dark.  Gather in a triangle (3 groups) Spread some hay on the floor and a manger and an unlit candle on a birthday cake. Sing ‘Stay awake, be Ready’ .

	WORD ~ LISTEN
	The world was in Darkness. Play some quiet music and allow the children time to reflect.

	RESPONSE 
	Re-tell the 3 passages of scripture that tell the Christmas story. God’s Story 3 p74-76

Luke2: 1-7

Luke2: 8-20        Allow children to mime as story is retold

Matthew2: 1-12

	GOING FORTH
	Light the candle and sing ‘Come and join the Celebration. Enjoy the cake!.


	RENEW
	

	The teacher helps each child to make an individual response hold on to and make their own, what they have understood of their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

	Apply their learning. ….
	‘How can I celebrate a special birthday in a special way?’



	Some sample ideas


	At Christmas people receive gifts even though it is Jesus’ birthday.

Invite the children to make a small gift e.g. something to hang on the Christmas tree to give to someone who would not expect to receive a gift from them. Thus celebrating Jesus’ birthday in a special way.

	Teacher evaluation: is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include assessment for learning
	


LEVEL 4 YEARS 5/6 
Birthdays
	Remember

Why it is important to celebrate birthdays;

Why it is so important for people to celebrate Christmas;

That Advent is a time set aside to prepare for the Christmas celebration


	Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection.

Children may be able to contribute to the following pointers in a variety of ways activities, such as talk partners mind mapping what I know now that I didn’t know before etc.

· The importance of getting ready for and celebrating birthdays
· Show understanding of the importance of Advent
· What Christians do during Advent to get ready for the birthday of Jesus
· Significant events they have learnt about through scripture
· Any significant new prayers e.g. The Angelus, the Magnificat.



	REJOICE 


	Celebrate:  ‘Birthdays are important’.

	Plan 
	Decide from all the pupils have remembered what will be included, share some refreshment at the end

On this occasion the teacher will plan and deliver Rejoice. In advance the teacher will send the class an invitation to a celebration of Invitations.

Remember to say who is invited, when and where it will take place.

	
	THE FOLLOWING IS ONLY A SAMPLE 



	GATHER
	· Instead of creating a focus gather round the IWB.
· Have a picture of the Advent wreath on the screen.
· Sing ‘Stay Awake, Be Ready’

	WORD ~ LISTEN
	Ask 6 children to read the stories of Jesus’ birth. Use God’s Story 3 p70-76, As they narrate, have a variety of images – (from old masters to modern) rotating on the IWB. Try to have some quiet background music playing. Allow children time to reflect between readings.



	RESPONSE 
	Invite the children to pray ‘The Angelus’



	GOING FORTH
	Sing: ‘Silent Night’.
 


	RENEW
	

	The teacher helps each child to make an individual response hold on to and make their own, what they have understood of their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

	Apply their learning. ….
	‘When I next celebrate a birthday, I’ll think about how important the person is in my life?’



	Some sample ideas 


	Celebrating a birthday is making a celebrity of someone so they know how important they are in your life.

Ask children to think of a parent, grandparent, or another. Invite them to create a concertina book entitled ’Guess who is a celebrity today?’

Each page will show a different aspect about how important the person is in the child’s life. Save it to give on that person’s birthday.

	Teacher evaluation: is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include assessment for learning
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