Act of Worship

Key Stage 1

‘BIRTHDAYS’

“Waiting with Mary for Jesus’ Birthday”
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Focal Point:
Advent Wreath






Bible (opened at Luke 1:39-42)






Picture/poster of Mary






Any work the children have done on ‘Birthdays’

Leader:
Let us light our advent candle(s) and as we do remember that God is always with us…

Let us sing a hymn to thank God for being with us.

{Sing ‘Rejoice in the Lord’ or any suitable hymn}.

Leader:

Let us look at our Advent wreath and remind ourselves what it means. The circle is a shape with no beginning or end. It is a sign that God has always loved us and will always love us. The evergreen leaves are a sign that God’s love for us never dies and we will be with God forever. The 4 candles stand for the 4 weeks of Advent. The white candle in the centre is a symbol of Jesus, the light of the world who comes to show God’s love for everyone.

Sit quietly for a moment and look at the wreath. Think about what you like best about it and why…
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Leader:

Mary waited for the birth of her son Jesus. She also helped her cousin, Elizabeth, get ready for her baby. Let us listen to the story (again) in the Bible – our book about God and all God’s family. But before we listen let’s sing Alleluia.

{Sing a suitable Alleluia}

Leader:
The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Reader:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.

All:

Glory to you Lord.

{The ‘Sign of the Cross’ is made on the head, lips and heart that we may think like Jesus, speak like Jesus and love like Jesus}

Reader:
Mary went as quickly as she could to the town in the hills where Elizabeth lived. Mary went into Elizabeth’s house and said, “Hello, how are you?” Elizabeth replied, “I am so happy that you have come to visit me, because God has given you a special blessing. God has made you the mother of a special child.”
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Reader:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader:  Think quietly about that story and how you might feel if Mary came to visit you…  

Leader:
Let us say a litany prayer together. The response is: “We praise You, Lord.”

All:

We praise You, Lord.



You chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



You chose Mary to be our mother, too.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Mary got ready for the birth of Jesus.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Mary helps us to get ready for the birth of Jesus, too.

All:

We praise You, Lord.



Jesus’ birthday is good news for the whole world.

All:

We praise You, Lord.





Leader:

Just think in your own head about one thing you will do to get ready to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. Ask Mary to help you.

{End your time of prayer with a suitable Advent hymn or, for older KS1, the ‘Hail Mary’}


Gathering


Together





The Word of God





Response to the Word





Going Forth








