Autumn Term 2008

Route A

BIRTHDAYS

Relate
Basic Themes for Birthdays:

Preparing for & Celebrating Birthdays

Advent

Christmas

Early Years

Learning outcomes in Here I Am

· children know & understand what a birthday is & waiting for a birthday

· children know that Advent is when we wait for Christmas

· Christmas is the birthday of Jesus

· Recall some details of the Christmas story

Nursery

· identify the Advent Wreath as a special symbol

· know that Mary is the mother of Jesus

Reception

· that Sunday is a special day of celebration in the Church

· there are 4 special Sundays in Advent 
· there are 4 candles on the wreath & they represent the 4 Sundays

· Advent is a special time of prayer for Christians

Teaching & Learning
HIA Folder & link to Core learning in literacy: FS: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
- Link to Sign of the Cross – Jesus is called the son

- Have an Advent Wreath in the pray corner

- Explore with the children some of the symbols. Link to nature: are there any        trees with green like the wreath?

- Need to get ready for Christmas by being good

- Explore some of the things that the children can do to get ready for Christmas

- Join in prayers and reflect daily on the things for which we need to say sorry. 

- Babies need looking after. Mary looked after Jesus.

- Share the story of the birth of Jesus and focus on Mary caring for her baby.

- Focus on the number 4: 4 candles, 4 Sundays, practise grouping objects, children in 4s. 

- Change the focus each week to show it is a special time for preparing. Week 1: tidy week 2: quiet week etc. 

- Explore reasons why they might consider preparing for Christmas is important. Create a display.
- Teach simple carols, e.g. Away in a Manger, use mime & actions. Reflect on some of the words of these carols.

- Share story of Christmas in a variety of media: pictures, card cut outs, ‘story sacks’ etc. Retell story.
Year One
Learning outcomes in Here I Am

· Children know & understand that everyone has a birthday and people like to celebrate birthdays

· Children know & understand that Advent is a time of waiting for Christmas, the birthday of Jesus

· Be able to retell some of the Christmas stories
Year One

· know that Mary & Joseph had to prepare for the birth of Jesus

· know that the Third Sunday of Advent is a special time of rejoicing marked by a pink candle, as a sign that Jesus’ birthday is near. 

· Know the story of the Annunciation
· Be able to compare the birth of Jesus with the birth of a baby today

Teaching & Learning

HIA Folder  & link to Core learning in literacy: Year 1: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
· Children share their experiences of having to wait for their birthday or waiting for the birth of a baby brother or sister/Christmas. (AT2 (i) L1)
· Use catalogues to cut out three things a newborn baby needs.
· Prepare a basket/box of baby things, modern things & things available to Mary. Children select the things Mary & Joseph would have had. Record findings showing differences between then & now

· The Third Sunday is ‘Rejoicing Sunday’. Advent is a special time of rejoicing. Why is this so? Ask the children to think about what it would be like if Jesus had not come into the world?(AT2 (ii) L1) Would there be as such joy and happiness in our lives. Create a tape recording of children’s thoughts or give out speech bubbles to create a ‘Wall of Wisdom’. 

· Make an illustration of the stable scene, surround it with words and captions to describe the children’s feelings about the birth of Jesus. AT2 (i), (ii) L1
Year Two
Learning outcomes in Here I Am

· Children know & understand birthdays as important days we long for and celebrate
· Children know & understand Advent as 4 weeks of longing to celebrate Christmas, the birthday of Jesus

· Be able to recognise and explain how waiting and longing are part of the Christmas stories.

Year Two

· Recall and write about all the symbols of the wreath
· Know that some Old Testament characters said that someone very special was going to come into the world

· Understand how their message can help us prepare for Christmas

· Be able to retell the story of the Annunciation

· Give reasons why it was important for Mary to agree to be the mother of Jesus

· Know the story of the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth

· Sequence & retell the story of Christmas
Teaching & Learning

HIA Folder & link to Core learning in literacy: Year 2: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

· explain the symbols of the Advent wreath and children write a description of what they can see on the wreath.
· Explain that the Old Testament was written before the time of Jesus. Prophets had a special message for God’s people. The prophets wrote about someone special coming. Read Isaiah 7: 14. What does the word ‘Emmanuel’ mean? Who is the prophet waiting for? 

· Interview a partner and report back on what each say about their experience & feelings about waiting for the birthday of Jesus. (AT2 (i) L2) 

· Perform simple ‘creative visualisations’ of the Story of the Annunciation & parts of the Christmas story.  E.g. Read the story of the Annunciation. Ask children to close their eyes and imagine they are in Mary’s house. Ask the children to imagine what the house looks like and what Mary is doing. Suddenly the angel Gabriel appears. What expressions come on Mary’s face when the angel Gabriel arrives? Describe the scene, what does the Angel look like, the colours; brightness? Imagine the Angel speaking to Mary. What does the Angel say and how does Mary respond? 

· Role play Mary & Gabriel in pairs

· Give out speech & thought bubbles for Mary & Gabriel. Provide a writing frame to support this. Imagine you were Mary. Record your thoughts during the Annunciation and afterwards: What would you have done after the angel left? Who would you have told? What would you have told them? (AT2 (i) L2) Explore with the children some of the thoughts and reactions of the different characters that turn up in the story of the Nativity. 
Years 3 & 4
Learning outcomes in Here I Am

· Children know and understand that some birthdays are specially prepared for and celebrated

· Children know and understand that Advent is the Church’s season for preparing for the birthday of Jesus

· Children know and understand that Christmas is the Church’s season for celebrating the birthday of Jesus. 

Years 3 & 4

· Know the story of Zechariah and the birth of John the Baptist
· Know the story of John the Baptist proclaiming the coming of the Messiah

· Understand why John wanted the people to get ready for the Messiah to come

Teaching & Learning

HIA Folder & links to Core learning in literacy: Year 3 & 4: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
· listen to the story of Zechariah and the visit of the Angel
· create a simple role-play

· introduce children to incense and explain that it has been used in worship & prayer to God for a long time (Magi: frankincense) 

· Create a story plan highlighting beginning, the middle and end and the actions of Zechariah and the Angel. Create a ‘Fortune Line’ using statements from the story to generate extended writing. If you’d have been Zechariah what would you have said to the Angel? How would you have reacted? What thoughts may Zechariah have had? Pair work, trios to enable children to compare and contrast reflections. AT2 (i) L3; AT2 (ii) L3. 
· Compare & contrast this story with the story of the Annunciation. Highlight similarities and some differences. Perhaps use Venn diagram since this causes children to give reasons for choices made. 
· Prepare a character study of Mary’s thoughts & feelings before, during and after the annunciation. Look at works of art & Christmas cards to help children reflect upon this event. Extend this to look at other events: the Visitation, Nativity, Flight into Egypt. Develop ‘expression’ through thought bubble work on a painting of familiar scene: AT2 (ii) L3
· Read the story of John the Baptist in the wilderness (Mk. 1: 1-8). 
· What was his message about?
· What does ‘Prepare a way for the Lord’ mean?
· Children describe what John looked like, where he lived, what he ate. Why is John like this? (Connection to Elijah). 
· Introduce custom of the Jesse Tree. 
· Explain that it is an Advent custom reminding Christians about the ancestors of Jesus who had been waiting for the Messiah

· Find out meaning of word ‘Messiah’

· Create simple Jesse trees. Research different characters and the symbols associated with each character. 

· Discuss surprises and being shocked by something that has happened. Retell their experiences of being surprised and shocked by something and their thoughts and reactions. 

· Recall stories of annunciation and visitation. In what ways were Mary and Elizabeth surprised and shocked? What would I like to ask Mary or Elizabeth about their visit by the Angel? AT2 (i) L3, 4.
· Share the story of the shepherds

· Act and speak in role for the children as one of the shepherds. Describe your thoughts, feelings and reactions to the events witnessed. 

· In groups children prepare questions to ask of your experience

· Children write in role (draw pictures & write captions) as one of the shepherds exploring their feelings and reactions at this event. Ask the children to describe in as much detail as possible the manger scene and what effect they think this event had upon their lives. AT2 (i) L3.
· Look at the activity of angels in:

· Story of Zechariah

· The Annunciation

· The dream of Joseph

· The shepherds in the field

· The warning given to Joseph to go to Egypt

· Create a table with the message of the angel and how different people responded to the message

· Like angels, Christians are messengers of God’s good news.

· Children design a poster with a Christmas message. Thinking of the different audiences might be addressed to: younger children, people never heard of Jesus, people who celebrate a secular Christmas

· Children research the lives of important Christians who have been messengers (e.g. Mother Teresa, John Paul II, St. Francis). What did they say and do with their lives that made them messengers of the good news of Jesus? AT2 (i) L3, 4, 5.
Years 5 & 6

Learning outcomes in Here I Am

· Children know and understand why people think it is important to celebrate birthdays

· Children know & understand Advent & Christmas as the Church’s seasons of preparing and celebrating Jesus, born to show God to the world.

· They will know most of the stories that tell of the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. 

Year 5

· know that in Advent the Church prepares for the birthday of Jesus and is a preparation for Jesus to come at the end of time.

· Know main features of the Christmas story from Matthew’s Gospel

· Understand the reasons for King Herod’s anxiety over Jesus’ birth

· Discuss and write about their own thoughts and feelings and those of Herod, the Wise Men and Mary and Joseph. 

· Know that Jesus was born in poverty

· Understand some of the difficulties faced by the poor in developing countries/homeless people
Teaching & Learning

HIA Folder & links to Core learning in literacy: Year 3 & 4: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Year 5

· Read the Christmas story in Matthew’s Gospel and record the main features in flow diagram or note form. 

· Compose questions that would reveal the thoughts & feelings of Herod and Mary & Joseph. Have ‘hot seat’ activity. Highlight differences in way thought about birth of Jesus.

· Create ‘for and against’ lists/table for the baby Jesus from the answers of Mary, Joseph and Herod.

· Create some writing frames called “through the window”. Children to imagine Herod looking out of his palace window. What are his fears and anxieties at the birth of this child. 

· Imagine the Wise Men looking in through the stable window. What are their thoughts and reactions at being there?

· Children consider these in relation to the course of action Herod and the Wise Men took or Mary & Joseph AT2 (i) L4.
· Using CAFOD resources research the difficulties people face in the developing world face and explore the development work of CAFOD. Make links to show how living a less extravagant lifestyle can help those in poverty have a larger share of the earth’s resources. Children respond to ‘Live simply for others to simply life’. AT2 (i) L4, 5. 
Year 6

· Know that some of the Parables of Jesus are about watching and preparing

· Understand that these can help us think about preparing for Christ to come again

· Compare and contrast the similarities and differences in the two Gospel accounts

· Understand what the accounts tell us about Jesus

Teaching & Learning

HIA Folder & links to Core learning in literacy: Year 3 & 4: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

Year 6

· explain to the children that some of the parables are concerned with watching. These have been used by the Church to help people think about the second coming of Christ.

· Read Parable of the Wise & Foolish Bridesmaids (Mt. 25: 1-13) and The Parable of the Servant Waiting for the Master to Return (Lk. 12: 35-40).

· What was the major difference between the two sets of bridesmaids? Why do you think some were not ready to greet the bridegroom? For the former, write a report on this wedding for a magazine. Explain the difference between the two sets of bridesmaids. Think of lots of adjectives to describe them.
· What is the message of Jesus in this parable? 

· After reading the Parable of the Servant think about the qualities of a good servant. Brainstorm ideas and create a word bank

· Explain that ‘servant’ is often a title given to Christians. If you/we are to be good servants, what are some of the actions we should be doing & why? This could be approached through ‘living as if there were no tomorrow’ or the most important things in the life, or ‘how should a Christian live their life and what reasons can the children give. AT2 (i) L4, 5. 
· Read the story of the birth of Jesus in Matthew and Luke.

· Either fill in a matrix grid or compose a 3 column grid, putting in text unique to Matthew, Luke and in the 3rd write details of what is included in both accounts. 

· Discuss possible reasons for the differences

· Think about the different characters involved.

· What changes did the birth of Jesus bring to their lives?

· How has the birth of Jesus influenced the way the children behave, live, think, and feel about things? AT2 (i) L5;
· Using a Target Map analysis or Venn diagram, children to distil from the two stories the importance of the birth of Jesus to another group, or to an imaginary group of people who have never heard about Jesus. 
