PENTECOST TREASURE

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

“For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”  Galatians ch 6 vs 22 and 23.

How can we help children explore what these things mean? Let’s delve a little deeper, and come up with some ideas…..
Do a “love is”..... exercise     Let children complete the sentence and do a picture to go with it. You might be surprised by their ideas! 
((((((((
Christian joy isn’t just happiness that depends on circumstances. It is joy despite the circumstances. It cannot be taken from us because nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. That joy stays alight in our hearts, rather like a pilot light in an appliance, ready to light up and burst into flames.  Lighting a candle inside a lantern type tea light holder might illustrate the picture.
((((((((
Peace- When you see a baby asleep in its parents’ arms it is a picture of perfect peace. It has total trust that it is safe, so it can rest, let go, and be deeply restored. The peace that passes all understanding is like that. It is a deep assurance of God’s love. We have nothing to fear. Living at peace with others
flows from it. 
Why not invite the children to do a collage of images of peace?

((((((((
Patience – talk with children about times when they needed to be patient – eg waiting for Santa to come, or waiting for the arrival of a new baby in the family. Most probably, someone told them they would have to be patient. Some games require patience, for example when you need to wait for your turn. What games could you play to get children practising patience?
 ((((((((
Kindness – thinking of others, and being prepared to help others, means giving of time and effort. Perhaps there is a project children could get involved in, that would be a way of showing kindness. You could make marzipan fruits as a Pentecost gift, and give them to someone as a gift. (See sheet of instructions) Or make get well cards and send them to anyone in the church or their family who is unwell.
((((((((
Goodness – is not just “being good” in the sense of keeping out of trouble. The new covenant spoken of by the prophet Jeremiah is God writing his laws in our hearts. It is an inner goodness from which goodness in behaviour flows. Goodness through and through. You could illustrate this with a stick of seaside rock. It has letters running right through it not just on the surface.
((((((((
Faithfulness – could be about keeping promises, or not letting people down, or loyalty to someone. There are plenty of children’s stories that show examples and most are well illustrated. Or children could create a drama with this theme.
((((((((
Gentleness – is sensitivity and care for others, a non- aggressive manner. Talk about times when children had to be gentle with people – pushing a younger sibling on a swing, playing with the baby. Transplanting seedlings calls for gentleness – otherwise you break the plant. Perhaps this could be an activity with the children. 
                                                   ((((((((
Self control – examples are control over temper, appetite, greed, one’s own strength. Children’s stories can often be found to illustrate these. If given a packet of sweets, do you eat them all at one go or save some to share? A gymnast has self control of a kind, a bodily control that results in being able to do wonderful and beautiful things. Perhaps you could find a video clip of a top class gymnast performing. Play a game of musical statues to illustrate the point.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
